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PREFACE. 

Whereas, in d fohner work*^ 
I addrefled thee, courteous Reader, iri 
the charaifler of an old anticjuary, I 
how acquaint thee, that, like the fire 
of Jafon, I have been reftored to my 
priftine vigour. By what Medean 
charms, I v\rill not here difcover. 

Divers have been the opinions 
formed, and the fcntences pro- 
nounced, touching the fublime ad- 
Ventures of the great Duke of Lan- 
eaftcr, and of the no Icfs great and 

A 2 valorous 

* 

* The Adventures of John of Gaunt, 
Duke of Lancafter. 
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valorous Earl Strongbow ; the vo- 
lumes in which they are recorded 
treatiug of the achievements of an- 
cient chivalry, and of the memo- 
rable tui^ns of fortune, and very mar- 
vellous occurrences, that were inci- 
dent to the knightly profcflion* 
Furthermore they depid:, ajn4» as. it 
v^ere, introduce to the familiarity of 
the reader^ many characters and 
callings, both fpiritual and temporal, 
unknown to modern days, and which, 
in the perpetual viciiEtude of things, 
Ijave been fwept from the face of the 
ijound wodd, apd conligned to a 
deplorable oblivion. 

Divers, I fay, have been the opi- 
nions entertained and declared con- 
cerning thefe my labours. The 

Milliners 
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Millmers and Mantua-makers, at the 
circulating libraries, were fain to 
inquire what was chivalry; what 
were knights^ and fquires, and min- 
ftrek, and palfreys^ and u(hersi and 
tournaments; and hauberks^ and mo- 
rionsy and lances^ and the whole 

apparatus of chivalry ? In fine, they 
were diifatisfied, faying, ** they did 
not undcrftand tbem there fort of 
thingSy and had rather have fome- 
whatelfe, ih^i Jloowed life .'* More- 
over, they complained, that the 
very language of my chronicles was 
as old -fa(hioned as the affairs which 
I recorded; being deftitute of the 
familiar flow, and the modiih phra- 
feology, of thofe delicate hiftories in 
a feries of letters, which heretofore 

A I they 
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they had been in the habit of pe- 
rufing*. 

The Boarding- fchools, where young 
ladies are genteelly educated^ Were not 
perfectly decided in their opinion. 
The damfels of the' head clafles, who 
had clandeftinely procured my chro- 
nicles at the libraries, and read them 
very carefully in bed, complained 
bitterly,, that, inftead of being 

founded 

* As for example :^~" But, deareft Har- 
riet, what fhall I do ? — Sir William'g 
coming— bewitching creature ! They fay he 
has ruined nine women already — but I like 
him the better for that— Ah ! heavens ! — 
Love, you know, is tyrannical — The girl 
has not l)rought my ftays home yet — Ah ! 
heavens ! — my little heart flutters — But f 
hear the chariot — adieu ! Pity your poor 
Letitia." 
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founded on fome delicious love-in- 
trigue, branching out into various 
difafters, and divinely v^heeling round 
to a wedding at the conclufion, the 
volumes which I indited, dealt but 
IJenderly in love, whilft the heroes 
thereof were not half wicked enough, 
fo they were not. They obferved 
alfo, that thofe fame knights gave 
one another fuch hidcjous knocks, 
(lud a mercy ! fucif knacks !J in their 
tilts and their tournaments, that it 
aSlually made Qne's flefh creep but to 
read of themt On the other hand, 
indeed, they confeflfed, that the de- 
fcriptions of the young ladies^ ia 
thofe chronicles of chivalry^ were^ 
fome of them, monjirous pretty y and 
that tha fpeeches they niade to their 
lovers^ and their lovers to them, 

A 4 werQ 
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were vajlly ravijhing^ *pon their Ihejf 
and honour. The Boarding- fchools^ 
therefore, were neither for me, nor 
againfl me; but maintained a proud 
neutrality. 

With refpedfc to other feminaries 
of learning in this kingdom, the 
youthful at the Univeriities have 
bpejci ple^fed to commend the adven- 
ture of the Black Prince and his 
brethren, in the foreft v^ere they 
were captured by Raymond of the 
bujhy beard^y and have unanimoufly 
pronounced it to be no bad lounge. 
The lads of Weftminfter and Eton 
thought it a devilijlo good rou. I 
truft, therefore, that thefe generous 
youths will continue to take my 

part, 

* Vide John of Gaunt, Vol. I. 
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parti dnd not fee me browbeaten by 
the Milliners and Boarding-«fchools. 

I come now to perfons of quality. 
The Countefles and Vifcounteffes, 
?nd trther matrons of <liftin(Slion,. 
with their celeftial daughters and 
nieces, were of opinion, that thefe 
Gothic chronicles were amufing 
enoug'h, while ones hair was drej}^-^ 
ing ; and, as their Ladyfhips were 
not unacquainted with the works of 
Ariofto, and other renowned Romans 
zatori, the cuftoms and manners of 
chivalry were familiar to them. In 
fine, they agreed, that fuch volumes 
were not amifs of a wet Sunday , or 
in the week before Eajler. 

As to the Nobles, Knights, and 

Gentry of the realm, who were like- 

3 wife 
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wife not unknowing in the ways of 
ancient chivalry, they found that 
they could relifli my vproduftions, 
and confidered them as np indifferent 
rcprefentations of thofe fcenes which, 
in ages paft, were a(9:ed in tjie caftle? 
of their pj-pgenitors. 

The Bifliopp, and other wQll-dif- 
pofed Clergy, wqre of opinion, that 
my romances had a tendency to pro- 
piote good moral &• Biit all the 
i^uck Parfons were again ft me, 

I know not what reception rny 
laid chronicles may have experienced 
at the modern Hotel de Rambouillet^^ 

where 

* In the reign of Louis the Fourteenth, 
the houfe of the Marchionefs de Ram- 

bouillet, 
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where thdre is a* rare aflcmblage (as 
I underftand) of the learned and 
poetical, and likewife of fundry 
perfons of honour and quality, fome 
of whom are reported to he gothically 
given, and to have dabbled in ro- 
mance themfelves. 

Now (houldft thou, » courteous 
Reader, be inclined to marvel at be- 
holding my name in the title-page, 
with a retinue of my works, be it 
known to thee, that it is placed there 
as a protedion to my property. For 
I hiave been a fufferer, by venturing 
into public anonymoufly; my labours 

being 

bouillet, a woman of wit and learning, was 
the rendezvous of all the literati of Paris, 
and perfons of the firf): diftindion were fo- 
licicous to be admitted amongft them. 



beirrg thereby attributed to perfbns 
who verily had no hand therein. 
Witnefs the limile of the Moon*, 
which, for feveral years paft, hath 
been afcribed to divers witty fena- 
tors, and perfons of great fajhion, 
who enjoyed the credit thereof to 
fuch an alarming degree, that I found 
no little difficulty in making good 
my pretcnfions to it. For I, being no 
fcnator, nor perfon of great fajkion, 
was fuppofed to be in no wife the 
author of fuch a thing; and very 
many Ducheffes, and other elevated 
people, could ill bear to take back, 
from their favourites in the Houfe of 
Commons, that applaufe which they 
had been for a long time in the 

habit 

^ Printed at the end of the Poem on 
nway C* 
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habit of bcftowing on them. Where- 
upon I determined that, thenceforth 
and for ever^ I would put my name 
upon my works, as I would upon 
my portmanteau. 

And I do hereby warn all witty 
fenators, and pcrfons of quality, to 
beware, in future, how they meddle 
with what doth not belong to them; 
being firmly refolved to make fcizure 
of my property, wherefoever, and on 
whomfoever I fhall find it ; and this, 
in fpite of all the Duchefles under 
the fun^, be they ever fo amiable and 
beautiful. And I like wife befeech 
thefe high-born and illuflrious ladies 
to be cautious how they father ftray 
wit upon their acquaintances, to the 
injury of the real parent. 

And 
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And h^re. Reader, if thou flioulddr 
wifli to learn whv I have chofen ra-* 

if 

ther to pourtray the manners and the 
characters of ages paft, in preference 
to thofe of the moderns ) be it known 
to thee, that I confider the tafk of 
delineating the follies of the prefent 
times, as already in better hands ^ 
to wit, in the hands of that queen 
of novelifts, the incomparable au- 
thorefs of Cecilia. I leave, there- 
fore, to that humorous maiden the 
fupremacy in what are in general 
termed novels ; refolving to explore 
the remote doings of antiquity, to 
Jhow life, as life was, in thofe heroic 
d?iys, and evince that our forefathers 
were as foolifli as we are ourfelves. 
To this end have I addided myfelf 
to Gothic romances ; adhering (at 

kaft 
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leaft, I believe £o) right clofely to the 
manners and cuftoms of early times, 
when chivalry and the feudal fyftem 
prevailed throughout all Europe. To 
fpeak in the language of painters, 
'* the cojiumi.hzs^ been preferved/* 

Finally, courteous Reader, let me 
mufter and review my ftrength, that 
I may fee how I ftand in the eftima- 
tion of the community. 

The Milliners and Mantua-makers 
are, to a girl, againft me. — The 
Boarding-fchools are not~ hearty in 
my caufe.— The buck Parfons deteft 
me mortally. 

On the other hand (and fortunate 
is it for me), the Countefles and Vif- 

countefles. 
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couirtcfiies, their cdeftlal daughtefs 
aod;\|^feces^ have been gracioufly 
plis^y^tb think favourably of my k- 
hours : for which inftance of their 
benignity I here make due acknow- 
ledgment. The Nobles, Knights^ 
and Gentry of the realm, together 
with a few Merchants who are given 
to the love of literature, feem like- 
. wife to be of opinion that my chro- 
nicles have merit. The Prelktes^ 
and other well-difpofed Clergy, fpeak 
well of me. The Students at the 
Univerfities defpife me not ; and^ to 
crown my profperity, the Lads of 
Weftminfter and Eton are deter-* 
mined to ftand by me, FiSforia/ 
huzza! huzza? 
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CHAR L 

1 H E Sun had illuminated tht 
caftern horizon, when Richard King 
of England, renowned in hiftory by 
the furname of Ccsur-de-Lion^ departed 
from that fortrefs in which he had 
been held captive by the unknightly 
Duke of Auftria. Light was the heart 
of the hero, once more reftored to li- 
berty. He beftrode his favourite and 
Vol. I. B famous 
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famous ftecd Arlino, and accofted him 
in thefe expreflions :— ** Companion of 
my triumphs, of my travels, of my cap- 
tivity, colled: all thy fwiftnefs, and bear 
away thy mailer from this hated prin- 
cipality ! — Fly ! fly, my courfer, from 
this region of oppreflion ! We traverfe 
not now the plains of Paleftine, where 
vidory and glory were our portion.—^ 
Fly ! fly, my courfer, and bear thy im^ 
patient lord to the dominions of his 
forefathers !"— Arliijo underftood the 
exhortation of his royal rider, and, ere 
night intruded on the empire of the 
day, had conveyed him beyond the fron,- 
tiers of Aufl:ria. 

The minfl:rel Fitzherbert accompa- 
nied the King. From him had jche 
Englilh nation firft learnt the fate of 
their long-lofl:, and. long-lamented &h 
vereign. Wandering through Europe 

ia 
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in the exercife of his art, he at length 
entered the territories of the perfidious 
Duke of Auftria. In what manner he 
became known to the imprifoned King 
of Enghind, hath been copioufly re- 
corded in the chronicles of this realm. 

No fooner had they quitted the Au- 
ftrian borders^ tiian the minftrel thus 
addreffed the royal hero : — " Be not of- 
fended, magnanimous and valiant prince, 
at the advice of the faithful Fitzherbert. 
The fame of y6ur high exploits hath 
filled the earth: you are become the 
€nyy of its potentates. Should the 
Princes of thofe provinces through 
which we are to pafs, become ac- 
quainted with your quality ; avarice, or 
fome other unworthy motive, may, 
^perad venture, induce them to detain 
your perfon, and a fecond captivity will 
attend the heroic Richard. Conceal 

B 2 there- 
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therefore, intrepid Ceeur-de-Lion^ your 
Jkingly dignity ; eirafe from your target 
the armorial enfigns of the houfe of 
Plantagenet ; aflume the condition of a 
warriour lefs illuftrious^ So fhall you 
efcape thofe fnares, ^gainft which your 
valour, your exalted valour, were an in- 
fufficient guard, and at length regain 
the happy Ihores of England, to reign 
over an affedionate and unconquerable 
people/' 

Fitzherbert ended, and the Monarch 
thus replied : — *' Minftrel, thy words 
are wife. A tedious and ignominious 
imprifonment hath taught me, that 
prudence and circumfpedlion are as ne- 
ceflary as valour to the fons of chivalry." 
He faid, and having drawn forth a dag- 
ger from his baldrick, obliterated from 
his target the device of the Plan- 
tagenet s. 

And 
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And now the ears of King Richard and 
the minftrel, who had entered a prodi- 
gious and horrid foreft, were aflailed by 
the creaking of wheels, and ever and 
anon by the cracking of huge whips ; 

• 

founds jvith which the defert re-echoed. 
At length they efpied a black waggon, 
which was drawn by fix fable horfes, 
and. driven by two perfons in lugubrious 
apparel. In the waggon, upon a cufhion 
of black ferge that was fluffed with black 
horfe-hair, fate a fober-looking lady, 
neither young nor old. She was clad in 
a robe of black velvet ; on her head ftie 
wor# a ?oif of black fatin, which was 
tied beneath her chin. In her hand 
was a piece of black gauze, which llie 
was dotting with black filk, by way of 
paftimej. She likewife blew her nofe 
with a black handkerchief. At one fide 
of her lay a black cat, and on the other 

B 3 a black 
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a black dog. Iti fine^ her accompa- 
niments were all very black. 

By the waggon rode a venerable ufher, 
whofe garments correfponded with the 
equipage of his lady. As foon as the 
Royal Knight was in view, this ulher ad- 
vanced towards him, and, having come 
fufficiently near, with a folemn and re« 
Ipedlful air accofted him in thefe words : 
— *^ You would doubtlefs know. Sir 
Knight, who yonder lady is, that rides 
in the black waggon, and wherefore, 
thus difmally attired and attended, fhe 
journeys through lonefome forefts, not- 
withftanding the many perils with which 
fuch places are infefted. Be it known 
then, gallant warriour (for fuch you 
feem to be), that that perfonage is the 
Lady Urfulina, the uncomfortable relidt 
of the valorous Sir Lodowick, a worthier 
knight than whom the high heavens 

never 
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never created. He perilhed in Palef- 
tine, fighting againft the Infidels. 

*' No fooner was it certified that Sir 
Lodowick was no more, than a certain 
knight. Sir Leopold, who inherits an 
ancient caflle upon the banks of the Da- 
nube, came haftily to the manfion of 
the Lady Urfulina (whofe uftier I am}, 
and proclaimed himfelf her adorer, ac- 
cording to the moft approved forms laid 
down by the rules of chivalry : for my 
lady hath ample tenements. Now Ihe, 
in whofe heart the image of her de- 
ceafed lord was engraven, as if upon 
brafs, had determined to devote the re- 
fidue of her days to lamentation for the 
memory of Sir Lodowick, to daily, nay 
hourly orifons, for the repofc of his de- 
parted fpirit. 

B 4 ''But 
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" But the ftrenuous Sir Leopold would 
hear of no denial. He befiegcd the eyes 
of my lady with various and gay habili- 
ments, and her ears with mufic and 
poefy. She, blind to his decorations, 
and deaf to his minftrelfy, immured 
herfelf continually in the chambers of 
her caftle, pondering on the virtues of 
him whom ihe had loft, and difdaining 
every effort of her indefatigable fuitor. 
At length Ihe bade him be gone. But 
he, obllinate and crafty, and fufpeding 
that his ill fuccefs was the refult of mif- 
taken meafurqs, corrupted one, of her 
damfeis, who thereupon revealed to him 
a fecret concerning my lady, which 
went near to undermine her refp.lytion of 
perpetual widowhood. 



C H A P. 
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CHAP. II. 

J^^NOW then,** continued the uflier, 
*' that the Lady Urfulina, who hath 
in a manner vowed that Ihe will never 
change that forrowfiil attire, (favc only 
for a certain veftment of black and white 
ftripes, the cuftomary garb of thofe who 
refpeftably perfifl in widowhood) hath 
neverthelefs an extreme liking to wear 
magnificent apparel. Feebly, alas ! very 
feebly, can Ihe combat with this pro- 
penfity ; efpecially if^the apparel have 
been chofen with due tafte, and accord 
well with the modes now in ufe amongfl: 
the courtly. There is oftentimes, I 
fear, a fecret ftruggle within her breaft,. 
betwixt the wife defire of adhering to 
fober weeds, and her innate affeftion for 
finery.'* 

Here 
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Here the waggon of the Lady Urfulina 
vas delayed, by reafon of fome difficulty^ 
in the road. Her *ufher therefore thus 
continued his difcourfe: — « This cir- 
cumftance being ungratefully and dit 
loyally betrayed, the guileful Sir Leo- 
pold departed from the caflle, and tra^ 
veiled far and wide, in queft of what- 
ibeyer was deemed beautiful and coftly 
for the ornament of womankind. He 
repaired, artful man, to Genoa, to Pa- 
dua, and other Italian cities, renowned 
for manufadories of filjc and velvet, 
and there likewife procured many gor- 
geous and rare articles from Barbary and 
the Indies. This effected, he returned, 
with frclh hope and alacrity, to the 
caflle of the Lady Urfulina. 

" No fooner had he arrived, than he 
pcrfidioufly fent her a prefent of violet- 
coloured velvety having lilver fprigs on 

it 
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it in a new and pleafing manner. My 
lady (fuch is the unfteadinefs of human 
nature) beheld it with a mixture of 
wrath and fatisfadUon. She chid me 
feverely, for fufFering it to be brought 
in: neverthelefs, fhe caufed the velvet 
to be unrolled, and bade her damfelg^ 
apply one corner of it to her fhoulder^ 
and fufFer the reft to flow down, while 
flie looked upon it fideways, to obferve 
how it became her. But ere long her 
wrath re-kindled : ihe flung the velvet 
from her difdainfuUy. * Take back/ 
faid my lady, addreffing herfelf to me, 
* this trafli to him that fent it.' So fay- 
ing, Ihe fate down, and leaned upon 
her elbow, and, having placed her left 
leg upon her right knee, dangled it in 
a manner that denoted much difcomfort. 

*' I gathered up the velvet, and was 
about. to take it thence, when the Lady 

Urfulina 
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Urfuliija bade me not be in fuch a 
hurry* * Let me look at that velvet/ 
laid Ihc. I unrolled it once more in 
hcrprcfencc: — fhe admired the fprigs 
alreih> and^ as far as I could difcern^ 
fet her heart upon them hugely. .* The 
traitor/ cried my lady, * hath an inten- 
tion to undo me.* And here Ihe ftied a 
tear* ^ But I will be firm,' continued 
the Ladv Urfulina ,- ' the relidl of Sir Lo- 
dowick (hall prove a model to her fex ; 
not a viftim to the wiles of an infidious 
pcrfecutor, who would fain allure her to 
the altar a fecond time, to the difparage- 
mcnt of her fame, and the deftrudlion 
of her revenues.' So faying, flic took 
the velvet by the corner, and, having 
thrown it to me peeviftily, commanded 
me to bear it from her fight for ever. 

■ 

" I gathered up the ofl^ring of Sir 
Leopold once more, and fqueezing it 

under 
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under* my arm, was preparing once more 
to depart, when I perceived the 1^ of 
my lady ftill in motion ; whereby I di-» 
vined, that Ihe was inwardly unwilling 
to fend away the violet-coloured velvet* 
8he likewift frowned conliderably- 
Whereupon I lingered at the door. At 
length, aware of the conflict which was 
likely to arife a fecond time in the bo- 
fom of the Lady Urfulina, and folicitous 
for the fame and welfare of my widowed 
miftrefs, I deemed it a wife thing ta 
fteal quietly from her prefence ; which 
done, I dilpatched a meflenger with the 
velvet to Sir Leopolds He, in no wife 
diftieartened with the rigour of her he 
wooed, foon after made another aflault ; 
which determined the Lady Urfuline to 
quit her fair domains, and adopt the 
refolution which in due order I will re- 
late to you. 



€i 
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•^ Ere three days, then, had elapfed 
from the returning of his firft prefent. 
Sir Leopold attempted her with a fecomd, 
more alarming in its nature, and more 
important in its confequcnccs. The 
faithlefs damfel, who,, as I have already 
obferved, had betrayed the ruling foible 
of my lady, had likewife fupplied Sir 
Leopold with the dimenfions of her mif- 
trefs, and that fo very accurately, that 
he thereby procured a coftly garment to 
be made, which fitted her, alas ! but too 
neatly. It confifted, I well remember, 
of a body of pink fattin, with a muf ray- 
coloured train of the richeft (ilk of 
Padua, together with a white petticoat 
of fatin fringed with gold, in the 
centre whereof was the coat of anus of 
the Lady Urfuline, embroidered in gold 
and filver. The train alfo was fpotted 
with golden ftars, which feemed,as it 

were 
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wtre to twinkle, (b admirably were they 
executed. 

*^ This fcvere, diis inhuman aflault 
upon my lady, was condudied in die 
manner following •-—The wicked dam- 
fcl, by whofc perfidy her foible had beeii 
diftovered, and her'meafure taken^ con- 
veyed this feducing and inaufpicioui 
garment, at dead of night, into the 
chamber of the Lady Urfuline, who had 
already yielded her fcnfes to the do- 
minion ' of flcep. The arch-traitrefs 
fprcad it out upon an elbow-chair, 
which was placed near the bed-fide,, iip* 
fuch a pofition, that when my lady fhould 
draw open her curtains in the morning, 
diis offering from Sir Leopold might 
prove die firft obje6t to falutc her eyes. 

" No fooneii therefore, had the fad 
relid of Sir Lodowick put afide her 

curtains 
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curtains with a gentle hand, than (he 
beheld, with a mixture of aftonifhment 
and doubt, the refplendent habiliment 
which lay befide her. Thrice did fhe 
rub her eyes ( for fo the damfel told me, 
\vho had concealed herfclf in the cham-^ 
ber), as deeming it a dream, or perad* 
venture fome adl of magic. But when 
file had ftretched forth her ivory arm, 
and touched the fatin and the fringe, 
file funk back upon her pillow, and 
there croffed herfelf devoutly. * Bleffed 
Maryl' cried {he, * furely this can be 
no illuiion.' Having thus exclaimed, 
ftie ftarted from her bed, and feized the 
latin body with the fame eargernefs and 
ardour, with which a youthful knight lays 
hold of his new hauberk, that is juft 
brought home to him by the armourer. 
She applies it to her waift ; it fits di- 
vinely. She makes trial of the train, 

and 
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and of the petticoat ; there alfo had the * 
Ijiilor given proofs of his capacity. 

** And now> clothed cap-i-pie, flic 
prefented herfelf to the mirror, which 
faithfully refleded all the richnefs of her 
drapery. There did the Lady Urfulina 
adjuft the various parts, till the whole 
was in concord with her graceful forrn^ 
which had never before looked fo lovely. 
She fmilcd, and forgot that flie was a 
widow. At length, having fatiated her 
eyes, and fatisfied her foul that the gar- 
ment well became her, fhe difrobed, and 
returned to her pillow, where fhe fell 
into the following foliloquy : * Is it then 
come to this ? I have as it were fworn to 
perfevere in my viduity, to exhibit a 
grand pattern of woe to womankind; 
and fhall this fubtle fuitor, thus auda- 
cioufly indefatigable, fubdue me, by 
arming my vanity againft my pride? 
Vol. I. C There 
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thiTe ^»/6i but <Mte ireak palA, hut one 
approach, iS^ ^ l/iopdlA fiftth f^h4 
it. Wretch that I am, ah! whither 
ffiail I tiarti? The lovc'of feMe, ahd'thc 
iWe bf fifteit, dtftraha mc. On oat 
tertid I fehdld tihe ihiagmficeilc^ of foN 
rtf*r, the glories of the widowed ftUtt, 
aSid the ^plaufc and admini(tidh which 
aHvkit difem ,• on the other, the femplKi-.. ^ 
ti6n df tialVe, difplaytd in liiA ajipatbl ^. 
^ tfo wbrhaii clan Wftltfttihd. I cannot 
KSqp Ithe gil^ and fccfrh the giver. And 
yet, ftould I rcfijfe it, where, wfthinthc. 
Kinits of thii barbardtis empire, ^Ould I* 
find its paraHel ? Who^ btit thegklfatitf 
iafhd ufhdilpirited Sir Leopold, wduia 
haVc'rtofied fo mahydifinal arid feW>- 
ciou^ kingdoms, to explore, in diftarit 
clirnes, the prOduSidns of krt tod ele- 
ganee? Widdwhobd tod honour=*^a Te- 
dihd MlbaM and fine trkrthas: thife 
l^ds the perplexity. 
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** Hi this condition of mind my lady 
at length arofe^ and ivas^ heard t6 {peak 
mildly of Sir Leopold at breals^fkf^. 
Now this being reported to him, he 
ftraitway fent her a prefent of corals, 
which he had purchafed at Venice, and 
wiiich originally had been brought from 
Grand Gtiro. Rich corals had been 
feen in Germany before; but, for deli- 
cacy of workmanlhip, and tafte in the 
fetting, nothii^ in thefe regions ha^ 
^er appeared fo beautiful. It was 
enough : my lady could not refift diem : 
Che corals of Grand Cairo Completed 
her overthrow. She confented to admit 
Sir Leopold that evening to her prp- 
fence ; a vifit, from which he dq)arted 
with liopes bordering upon certainty. 
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CHAP. III. 

1 HE rumour of this, however, 
reached the ears of an ancient matron, 
who refided in the neighbourhood, and 
whofe words were a law to my lady. 
She was a perfon of noble lineage, fhrewd 
wit, and dignified demeanour. No 
fooner, then, was it known to her that 
Sir Leopold was mollifying my lady, 
than (he caufed her waggon to be madd 
ready, and was, ere long, at the gates of 
our caftle. 

** The unexpeded arrival of the Lady 
of Altenriburgh (for fo was this dame 
entitled) created curiofity throughout 
the manfion ; infomuch, that one of the 
waiting-women put her ear to the key- 
hole, and overheard the noble matron 
addrejfs my lady in thefe words : * Mar- 

; vci 
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vel not, Urfulina, at this vifit.— Fame 
faith that you are tottering on tlie brink 
of fecond matrimony, and that the bare- 
faced Sir Leopold is the objedl of your 
love. I could have looked with lefs 
concern, lefs amazement on this mea- 
fure, had you not oftentatioufly and im- 
prudently adopted the rueful furniture 
of widowhood, to an extent and an ex- 
travagance unheard of in the nation. 
What ! theni is the fable waggon fo 
precipitjateiy to ibe difcharged ? — ^Are 
thefe melancholy curtains and cuftiions, 
this black attire, and all the pride of 
ladnefs, to be fuddenly abandoned for 
the livery oif joy ; and fhall thefe charm- 
biers, now filent in compliment to your 
forrow, refound with the uproar of re- 
velry and caroufal ? — Can the memory 
of Sir Lodowick be fo foon obliterated ? 
Had your mourning been conduced 
with moderation, the tranfition to ^ fe- 

C 3 cond 



cond marriage would appear lefs repre- 
henfible. 

*' You may remember, that I was ad- 
verfe to this violence of black — ^Your 
black waggon, your black cufliigns, the 
black plumes to your cattle, and your 
black velvet work-bag, were contrary to 
my counfels. For, knowing that you 
were opulent, I forefaw that you would 
be invaded by a hoft of ftubborn fuitors, 
and wilhed that your furrender might 
have the praifc of due decorum. — ^A 
.tonfiderate reli(5k would have tarried, at 
leafl, till her fad attire had been ihaded 
off by juft degrees, and had finally faded 
to the very confines of gaiety. — To ex-, 
change thefe fokmn weeds for a wed-, 
ding garment, were an aft of much te- 
merity j it were too difrefpedfiil to the 
memory of your late Lord, to efcapc 
the farcafms of the fevere { nor couid 

clemency 
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clcnicncy h^rfelf feigive it. For (hde 
xeafpns, yrfulina, hy afide your prqfent 
proje^ : f^verence your own fanae ; 
heap 4ifcoiiragfment on Sir Leopold ; 
at leaft poftpo;ic your tendernefs to z 
fcafon n>ore rerapte, nor rufli with inde- 
cent hurry from the tomb-ftopic tq the 
altar. — Thus, child, fhall you avoid the 
extremes of blacjc and white, 

'^ If a fofido^fs for vain apparel ^ve 
betrayed you into this dilcmm^ (and 
I yenly bejieve that it hatjb), change the 
pbjfsdt and the mode^ and you may yet 
give thg pj|5on ftill way.— Search jinto 
f^vtry pjjececienJ: ; explore ajl the aijnalf 
of wjidowhopic^, fer wh^tfoever was held 
rare ^d aftQ;>ilhing \n t;ij[>e$ paft, with 
rel»ti<?n fp the g?rb of grief, and the pu 
r^de whikh ^ /eli<$ may maini^in. If 
ypyr yaai^, jgay yrfulina, inuft be joc-r 
cupi«?, Muig^ it tjhjcre .unj^undedly. 

C 4 Be 
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— Be the grandefl: and mofi: difmal of 
widowed women : confume in woe, what 
you would have fpent upon feftivity. If 
to excite admiration be the ambition of 
our fex, what matter, whether it be ac- 
complilhed by a red robe, or a black 
one?' 

*' Here ended the Lady of Altem- 
burg. . My honoured miftrefs was affedted 
by her difcourfe : fhe ftied fome few 
tears, but, upon the whole, was much 
comforted. The arguments of her vene- 
rable advifer had funk deeply into her 
her heart ; and to the end that Ihe might 
ponder them without interruption, Ihe 
enjoined me to refufe admittance to her 
fuitor for three days. Now this was a 
mortal ftroke to the expectations of Sir 
Leopold; for, the more my lady re- 
fledted on the advice of that noble ma- 
tron, the more was Ihe delighted there- 
with I 
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^ith ; till at length flie adopted the de-^ 
lign of extending her days of niourning 
to a term which fliould cayfe amazement 
in the children of men, and of impro- 
ving the pride of forrow with new fym- 
bols of lamentation. This term expired, 
there would be room for deliberating,- 
whether niy'lady fliouId aflume the habit 
qf the blacic' and white ftripeii, thefignal 
of perpetual widbwhood ; or give ear to" 
dhe folicitations of fohie pertinacious 
fiiitor. in fine, it was the unalterable' 

« 

refolutiori of the Lady Urfulina, to ereft 
herfelf into a model, for all fuch as" 
might pant after the comfortable condi- 
tion of a difcreet and praife-deferving 
relid:. 

*' Accordingly it was agreed, that I 
fliould carryback the prefents which Sir 
Leopold had fent to my lady (but with-' 
cut fufFqring her to behold them once 

more ; 
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for tfiat wpuld have revived the mif- 
chie& which we were ende^^vouring to 
remedy J^ and formally forbid him the 
caflle* Ye^ notwithftanding thi$ pro- 
hibitiQn> there was good reafgn to gtp- 
prehend the infidious attacks of Sir Lqo- 
pold. Therefore did I dutifully and rer- 
Ipedfiilly exhort the Lady Urfolin^ to 
depart from her then reiidence fojr igi fca-. 
fbn,, and repair to ^ ftrong c^ftle* which 
is fituated on an ifland, in the midft of a 
pkafiuit lake^not far diftant, Sir Knight; 
from this foreft. There, fortified by, 
the furrounding water, fbe may bid de- 
fiance to the arts and the audacity of her 
enemies. The environs of the lake ^^c 
to be defended by her retainers, difpofed 
in proper ftations, with a ftridt ii^unc- 
tioD to fuffer none tcapprxach the caftle 
without a paflport from me, and to be 

careful, left any di%uifed prefent fwn> 

Sir 
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Sir Leopold obtain admittance^ to th^ 
violation of her tranquillity, 

' ** This advice was well received : it 
was balm to the mind of my lady. Yet- 
terday we fet out upon the joium^j 
little doubting^ that we ihould meet 
fome valiant knight upon the way^ who 
would court(K)ufly efcort my lady to the 
Caftle of the Lake; left die rude and 
revengeful Leopold^ in defpair at our 
departure^ Ihould purfue us with his 
vallals; and infringe upon our liberty. 
Therefore, courageous ftranger, I be* 
feech you, on behalf of the afflidted 
whom I ferVe, to afford us the aid of 
your high valour (I am old and feeble), 
and accompany us to the Caftle of die 
Lake.'* 

Here p^ufcd the venerable Ufher; fof 
the waggon ^^ now at hand. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

And now the King of England, ad- 
vancing with a graceful air, accoftcd 
the Lady UTfulina'.— " The high hca- 
-Vens/' crieii he/'" preferve ybu, mourn- 
cfiil relid, from the fraud of alt fuch as 
^onld fap and overthrow the fkir fame 
%hich, as this your worthy uiher hath 
■informed me, you have now iiv contem- 
plation to acquirer From their violence 
icar no outrage; for this arm is your 
defender.'* . . 

. So fpake King Richard.' But the 
1-ady Urfuliha^ laying afide her dotting 
irith her right hand, and ftroaking her 
black cat with her left, replied to the 
royal hero as follows : — " Affuredly, 
o^rteous knight, fome tzint or angel 
who hath . ixmocence in chargei, hath 
. \ : Tent 
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fent you to my fuccour in this my fot^ 
afflidlion. Never yet hath widow fuf-s 
fered fuch perfecution as I have. Who- 
ever then you are. Sir Knight (and that 
you are of noble (late is well denoted by. 
your demeanour), let my life, my liberty,, 
my chaftity, ' my fami^, be fafe, beneath 
the fliadow of your valour, until we- 
fliall have arrived at a certain ftrong 
fortrefi, whither I now flee (I, afflidled 
and difconfolate) for an afylum from 
my fuitors, oT, more properly, my per- 
fecufors." She faid, and having drawn 
from her black pocket a black handker- 
chief, remained for fome moments in a 
lugubrious fituation. 

The illuftrious Cosur-de^Lion was af- 
fedled by her forrow : he leaned upon 
his lance in filence, till the torrent of 
her filver tears was exhaufted. Then, 
turning about Arlino, he proceeded with 

the 



dit waggon to the extremity of the foreft, 
idiere they elpied a traveller fitting be- 
neath the fliade of a trqe, with his head 
between his hands, >ttich were refled 
upon his knees. Bdide him grazed a 
palfrey, whole caparifons fhowed its 
lord to be of no indigent <:ondition. 
When the waggon drew near, he lifted 
up his eyes, and craved permiffion of 
the Royal Knight, and of the Lady Ur- 
fulina, to join himfelf to their company,, 
as far as they intended to travel ; and 
this, for a reafon which he would after- 
wards imfbld. 

The relid of Sir Lodowick, and her, 
intrepid protedor, confented to the pe- . 
tition of the ftranger, who thereupon 
arofe, and with great gladnefs and agi- 
lity remounted his palfrey. This done, 
they continued on their way 

And 
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And now the ftrangcr, ttoi fi>rgetftil 
^liiil prtfmife^ addrefled his compamotift 
in thcfe WbrAs :— -'^ A ^ifli for fodcty* 
tuot the ifear of luch perils as ure com^ 
ittOfi in the wi)demefe, was the tnotite 
of toy defiring to bear you company, 
difallrous Lady (ibr fuch do I imagine 
you to be)^ and you^ molt courteous 
Etiight, of whofe valour and auguft a[n- 
celhy I make no queftion. I am def- 
tihed^ by ah iinheard^f and affli<9ii^ 
fitalky, to be a wanderer for the refiU 
Attt t>f Ttiy days ; although poffeflfed of 
wh^tfoever can contribute to enjoyment; 
if caftles, ahd fait domains, and friends, 
and good repute, are entitled to the? 
Mint of profperity. Some fifteen yeara 
ago, as I fate muiing one day in my 
chamber, there fuddenly appeared be-? 
fore me a face, the eyes of which 
feemed ifeadfaftly fi^ced on me, as if 
*tTiey would have perteftrated my nfoft 

fcgj^et 
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fecret cogitations. There was nothing 
vifible but a face, the form of which 
"^as oval, the complexion olive, the 
brows black and prominent. It appeared 
to be that of a man fomewhat ftricken 
in years, but whofe vigour was, as. yet, 
unimpaired by his longevity. 

• 

. '* My aftonifhment and uneafinefs at ' 
this vifion were extreme : they aug-. 
mented, when I found that the fame 
face appeared daily. I changed from 
chamber to chamber, fuppofing that the 
apparition was but local. Imagine, then> 
my vexation, when I perfeived that the 
face ftill purfucd me. It ufually ap- 
peared about noon, and continued to 
ftare at me till fun-fet. I aflembled my 
friends and my domeftics, related to 
them what I had feen, and endeavoured 
to alleviate the horrors of this perfecu- 
tion, by an unccafing fucceflion of com- 
pany 
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p'liny and diverlions^ But tflfc face, 
which was invilible to all but me. Hill 
punftually was prefent, and, in Ipite of 
the revelry which reigned around me, 
fpread a gloom over my countenance, 
and embittered my repofe. 

^ At length I bethought me, that to 
change my dwelling might relieve me 
frcMn this fpedlre; and, accordingly, 
withdrew to a neighbouring manfion, of 
which I was then the poffeflbr. — But^ 
alas! my indefatigable tormentor was 
there alfo. I changed my refidence a 
fecond time, repairing to a caftle in a 
diftant part of Auftria \ but with as lit- * 
tie fatisfadion as before : the face, the 
cruel face, ftill purfued me. I then 
adopted the refolution of travelling, in 
the hope that at length I might efcape 
this peft, by avoiding any fettled abode. 
I departed, therefore, from my caftle. 

Vol. I. D and 
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1^ jo4lEneye4 far and wide; feldom 
refting ^n any place for more than a 
fingle day, and frequently not even fo 
long. 

*' In this, then, ^vas my only refiiggj 
for, wherever I tarried not for an entire 
day, the face gave me no moleftation. 
With this ihprt indulgence, I have made 
Ihift to wear away many years of my 
cxiftence, in traverfing many portions of 
the globe. I have feen the greater part 
of Europe, and made a pilgrimage to 
J'aleftine: but refleding that, fimce J 
was doomed to be a wan^Jerer perpetu- 
ally, I might better roam through re- 
gions where my kindred, and friends, 
and poffeflions, were fituated, I returned to 
my native la^d, and have ever lince con- 
tinued the fame reftlefs mode of living. 
I once thought of holding a bandage 
over my eyes, at the hour when the vi- 
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(ion re-appeared ; but the fcvere and 
undefcribable fenfation that I felt, when 
I firft made trial of this expedient, con- 
vinced me but too well, that no inven- 
tion, no fubterfuge, could afToni mx 
confolation. 

« Thus, woeful Lady, and you, ac- 
tomplifhed Knight, have I explained 
the melancholy reafon of my defiring to 
partake of your fociety. I have now 
paiTed and repailed fo often through 
every city and diftridl of Germany, that 
I am known to all its inhabitants, who 
lament my condition, and endeavour to 
alleviate its mifery. Tbe Man of the 
Face (for fo they ftyle me) is periodi- 
cally a gueft at every monaftery, and at 
moft of the caftles and other mtoifJons 
in the empire. ^ The children of the vil- 
lages run out, as I ride by, and call 
about them their playfellows, ti^^dbld 
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the Man of the Face. The nurfes talk 
of me to their unruly infants, and tempt 
them into quietnefs, by promifing that 
they ihall get fomething from the Man 
of the Face. When I arrive at any caf- 
tie, the porter hath no need to inquire 
my name and quality, nor the guard- 
men to queftion me from the battle- 
ments : but the draW-bridge is inftantly 
raifed, and the gates are thrown open ; 
for it is nobody but the Man of the 
Face:' 

Here the traveller concluded his nar- 
ration. 

'* I vow to the high heavens'* ex- 
claimed the King of England, " a more 
extraordinary circumftance hath never 
reached mine ears. — But inform' me. 
Sir Knight of the FacCy whether you have 

cyer yet employed fome fon of Holy 

Church 
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Church to cxorcife this peftilent phan- 
tafm, or conjure it, by the Trinity, to 
tell the purpofe of its appearing ?"-r- 
^ No, truly," replied the traveller : " fo 
irredeemably doomed to its perfecution 
did I think myfelf, that I looked on al! 
affiftance from the priefthood as ineffec- 
tual." ^* Then fail not," faid the Lady 
Urfulina, '* to betake yourfelf to fome 
member of the facerdotal order; for 
doubtlefS, it is a troubled fpirit, which 
fome wickednefs of its own, or of 
others, hath occafioned thus to haunt 
the regions of the living." 
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CHAP. V. 

And. now the lake, encoriipafling 
that caftle to which the fad rclid; of Sir 
l^owick was haftening, prefcntad its 
cryftal bofom to their view, rejoicing 
the heart of her who was its illuftrious 
poffeffor. A boat, which lay in readi-» 
nefs near the margin of this lake, with 
fpeedy oars conveyed the cavalcade to 
^j ' the caftle. There the ufher blew a horn, 
which was anfwered by another from the 
battlements; when ftraitway a perfpn 
in a coat of mail looked over, and de- 
manded if that were the Lady Urfulina^ 
Upon hearing that it was, he defcended, 
and, having lifted the draw-bridge, gave 
admittance to the travellers. 

The limits of this high hiftory will 
not allow me to relate (me, the exadt 

inditer 
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inditer of applauded books of chivalry) 
what banqueting cnfued upon the arrival 
of Richard Caur-de-Lion and the moutn- 
ful Man of the Face^ at the caftle of the 
Lady Urfulina. Suffice it to* declare, 
that the fuppcr (for it was now evenif^) 
confifted of invigorating viancfe. 

Yet, hujjgry as King Richard and his 
companions furely were, theye was orte 
thing which attraded their attention, 
even more than the favoury eatables that 
fmoked upon the board* Now this was 
no other than the Lady Carolinetta, gtxf- 
daughter to their hoftefs ; for this il- 
luftrious and benignant damfel had pur- 
pofely repaired thither, to delight heu 
affiided godmother with the charms of 
her fociety, during the period of her 
refidence at the Caftle of the Lake. 
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The Lady Carolinetta was in her fix- 
teenth year. Her face was fomewhat 
roundilh, her complexion fair, her 
cheeks lightly tinged with vermillion. 
If her teeth refembled ivory, her lips 
were like new rofes, and but little infe- 
rior in fragrancy. Her nofe was nei- 
ther long^ nor fhort ; had neither that 
Iharpnefs which denotes ill-humour, nor 
that curling which is the fymbol of fau- 
cinefs ; but was neatly proportioned to 
the reft of her features. Her blue eyes 
were as two coftly fapphires, over which 
her long eye-la(hes, like golden fringe, 
played with a foft movement, at once 
adorning and defending the bright jewels 
underneath them. Her hair was likewife 
of a golden hue, and partly impended 
over her poliihed forehead, partly de- 
fcended behind, as far as the fummit of 
her fhoulders ; for, ihe being yet but 
youthful, her trefles had attained not to 

that 
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that flowing length which conftitutes 
the perfed:ion of gracefiilnefs. More- 
over, there was an incomparable inno- 
cence in her looks^ and a mirrhfulneli 
mingled with a girlilh air of diffidence, 
which often threw a tranfitory blufti 
upon her face, and augmented the luftrc 
of her beauty. 

Neverthelefs King Richard, who had 
not taken fuftenance fincc he had quitted 
the dominions of Auftria, could ill re- 
frain from feeding upon the various 
viands which the fplendid hofpitality of 
the Lady Urfulina had caufed to be fet 
before him : yet ever and anon would 
he fend his inquiring eyes towards the 
radiant god-daughter of his hoftefs. As 
for the minftrel and the Man cf the Face^ 
they had already refigned their admira- 
tion to the King of England, and em- 
ployed themfelves in adminiftering to 

the 
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the ncceffities of nature. The Lady Ca- 
rolinetta ate fparingly, as becomcth a 
maiden^ and gracefully picked a bit of 
chicken. Upon the whole, the Lady 
Urflilina herfelf was not a little hungry 
(having travelled confiderably that day )» 
and> notwithftanding her courteous at- 
tention to her guefts, found irieans to 
pacify the cravings of her appetite. / 

The banquet being concluded, the 
hoary uflier announced the arrival of 
fundry perfons, who- had been ferried 
over the lake from feveral manfions not 
diftant from its borders, with intention 
to welcome the Lady Urfulina to thefe 
parts. This company confifted of di- 
vers knights and fquires, together with 
dames and damfels renowned for worth 
and beauty. Full gracioufly did the 
miftrefs of the caftle entertain them; 
for ftraitway did Ihe ccHnmand that 

the 
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the great hall fliould be made ready, 
and the joyous muficians invited. 

And now twice fifty waxen tapers 
blazed within the hall, and fhed a deli- 
cious odour around them. Each gal- 
lant knight and fquire feledled a fair 
lady : King Richard obtained the hand 
of the Lady Carolinetta: the vaulted 
roofs refounded with the dance and 
merry minftrclly. 

And here, virtuou3 Reader, the invio«i. 
lable truth of hiftory compels me to de- 
clare, that there was a very great variety 
of good and bad dancing. For the 
Lady Carolinetta, albeit a pretty figure, 
was not yet in poffeffion of that elegance 
and eafe which are indilpenfably requi- 
lite to perfeftion in this exercife. Her 
.performances, however, were in no ivifc 
difapproved ; Ihe hopping and tripping 
4 with 
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vith a timidity not unpleafing. Nor is 
it to be pafled over in filence> that thi» 
love-infpiring damfel, notwithftanding 
her augtift genealogy (fole beirefs flic 
of the Count of Verrenburgen), would, 
when ftie had danced down the line at 
any public feftivity, Hand courteoufly at 
the bottom, until the reft, who had con- 
tributed their quota to the pleafure, had 
each in due turn enjoyed the like diver- 
lion ; in this fcorning to imitate divers 
damfels of condition, who, after that 
they have difdainfully twirled thofe be- 
low them, race impudently and unjuftly 
away, and leave thofe dclpifed and dif- 
appointed couples to look gravely, or 
fooliftily, at one another. Now the 
Lady Carolinetta had a foul above this. 
Nay. eyen had Ihe been inclined to fuch 
unpardonable difcourtefy, the Lady 
Urfulina would have ledlured her fe- 

verely ; 
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yerely; for this reli<fl, though vain in 
certain difmal articles, poflefled a|i ho- 
neft mind, and' could give diredion to 
herjuniors^ 

It now waxed late, and the feveral 
knights and fquires, with their refpec- 
tive dames and damfels, departed from 
the caftle, well delighted with their en- 
tertainment ; each warrior having firft 
allured the Lady Urfulina, that he would 
exercife the vigour of his arm for her 
protedlion. 

This done, they re-embarked; the 
Lady Urfulina exhorting every female 
to muffle hcrfelf comfortably, in her 
pafling over the lake. 

As for the guefts who remained, they 
retired each to a chamber, there to com- 
mie 
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mit their fenfes to the cuftody of fleep* 
But not fo the Lady of the Caftle : cares 
of a rueful nature ftill occupied her fouL 
Accordingly Jeronimo, her wife and 
faithful ufher> was fummoned into her 
prefence> and enjoined to expedite 
Ivhatfoever was yet undone, that in any 
wife related to the perfedlion of her wi-^ 
dowed dignity. Jeronimo at once ap- 
plauded and obeyed, and, ere three days 
were ended, a fable collar was provided 
for the houfe-dog, fable faddle-cloths 
were put on all the palfreys, fable 
marks were fcored upon the fheep, and 
the very horns of the oxen and of the 
kino painted fable* 

Nor was the diligence of the uflier 
lefs diftinguiflied within doors : for 
the fide-board was covered with a piece 
of black baize ; black fringe was added 

to 
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to the table-cloths and napkins ; and a 
cufhion of black haircloth was laid in 
the great hall, for thofe entering from 
fhe court-yard to purify their (hoes on» 
Such were the new arrangements at the 
Caftleofthe Lake. 
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CHAP. VL 

JN O R were the poor on this occafion 
forgotten ; for the Lady Urfulina was 
much addidled to charity. Much had 
file often bellowed in an occult and ju- 
dicious manner : much did fhc now dif-* 
pofe of with fomc tindure of oftentation. 
For, lo ! on a day appointed, the indi- 
gent and infirm, from every village 
round about> were aflembled in the 
court-yard of the caftic, and got broth 
in black porringers according to fc- 
niority. Nor were the external com- 
forts of the body overlooked : for to 
every man was given a good veftment of 
black frieze, and likewife a pair of black 
breeches ; to every female alfo, a black 
petticoat of ferge, together with a ker- 
chief of the fame folemn colour. This 
done, they were difmifled, with an 

earneft 
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carnefl: charge to pray for the foul of 
the memorable Sir Lodowick. 

The tidings of thefc affairs were now 
reported far and near, and numbers, 
great numbers, fet out from diftant 
places, to behold the till now unheard- 
of lamentation of this paragon of vir- 
tuous viduity* But, ere they palled, the 
lake, Jeronimo, at the head of the re- 
tainers of the Lady Urfulina, made a 
rigorous fcrutiny of all who had arrived, 
lejl amongft them the indefatigable Sir 
Leopold fliould be hidden. Neverthelefs 
a crimfon damalk, from this defigning 
fuitor, had nearly effeded an entrance into 
the caftle, enclofed in the belly of a wild 
boar, which was faid to have been killed, 
at a hunting in fome foreft, and fent 
in the name of a good fquire of thefc 
parts, as a prefent to the Lady Urfulina. 

Vol. L E But 
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But the penttrating foul of Jeronimo (an 
Italian by birth, and therefore the more 
fufpedling) rnifgave him that fome frau- 
dulenqr lurked beneath this offering. 
He, ever foKcitous for the welfare of 
his lady, took notice of an uncommon 
diftenfion in the body of this wild boar; 
and, forthwith flitting it open, difco- 
vered therein a very excellent piece of 
damafk (it had been rolled on a round 
ftick, well wrapped in paper, and thruft 
d6wn the gullet of the boar), together 
with a trimming on a new conftruftiort ; 
a trimming which, had the relid of Sir 
Lddowick beheld it, would have gone 
near to Ihake, once again, her refolu- 
tions, and caufe the pomp of widow- 
hood to vanifh, as it were a dream. 

The indignant Jeronimo, who had 
been already invefted with foil powers 
by his lady, to a<3; in all affairs which 

had 
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had relation to heir woe, in fuch tnaiu 
ner as he himfelf fliould deem conducive 
to her glory, commanded the faid da- 
ma(k, with all its alluring furniture, to 
be thrown before his face into the lake, 
Vhere it funk, in a few moments, niany 
fathoms beyond the reach either of ava- 
rice or curjofity. The boar was roafted 
whole, and diftributed, the enfying Sun- 
day, to the poor, upon black trenchers. 

But it is now time to return to the 
guefts >vithin the caftle, more partici}^ 
larly to the hero whofe adventures and 
exploits are the fubjedt of this hiftory. 

No fooner had the radiance of the 
brient fun illumined the proud cham- 
bers of the Caftle of the Lake, than the 
unhappy Man of the Face abandoned 
his bed of down, to refume his diurnal 
traveU Nor was it long until the high- 

E 2 defcended 



C 52 j 

ff ■ 

defcended Cceur-de-Lion forth ilTued from 
his apartment, and repaired to the gar- 
den of the caftle, to inhale the healthy 
breeze of the. morning. 

Now it happened, but a little while 
before, that the youthful Carolinetta 
had fet open the cafement of her cham- 
ber, and feated herfelf thereat, with the 
intention to employ thofe pleafant hours 
in fewing, . till the bell ftiould fummon 
her to breakfaft. Nature, you are to 
know, benignant reader, had beftowed 
upon this damfel a voice, which, for 
clearnefs and fuavity, might have vied 
with the mufic of the nightingale, ^e 
raifed the tender fong: her carolling 
caught the ear of King Richard. He 
paufed upon the terrace: he liftened 
with delight to the lay ; then flowly and 
filently direded his fteps to that part of 
the garden whence the found feemed to 

iflue. 
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ifliie, and there beheld the lovely Cara- 
linetta, fweetly warbling an^ working 
in the window of her apartment. From 
this, as from a gorgeous balcony, flie 
could view, not the garden alone, but 
likewife the lake, and the rich and 
fmiling landfcape of a wide-extended 
country, embellifhed with the turrets of 
majeftic caftles, and with the fteeples of 
venerable churches, foaring at various 
diftances above the woods^ 

No fooner had Ihe ceafed the fbng, 
than the captivated Cteur-de-Lion ap- 
proached beneath the window, and ac- 
cofted the fair fongftrefs as follows :•— 
** Be not offended, induftrious and tune- 
ful lady, that I, who have lent n^inc 
ears with admiration to your ftrain, 
now advance to behold the ambrofial 
lips from which fuch heart-delighting 
melody hath proceeded. It is with rap- 

E 3 . ture^ 
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ture, iliuHrious lady, that I furvey thcfc 
nimble fihgfcrs (Which rivai the whitenefs 
of Barbiric IVory) thus plylrtg the la- 
bours o*f the needle, at this fo early hour, 
U'hen many i damfel, peradvehture, iS 
either fiink in foft repofe, and dream- 
ing of tournaments and gay attire, ol- 
awake, and pondering on* thifigs mar- 
velloiis in their nature. And let not, I 
befeech you, thefe txpreffio'ns of mine, 
which truth and fatisfadioti dictate, in- 
terrupt your goodly talk (if tafk indeed 
it be, and n6t rather a recreation tq 
your fpbtlefs mind) ; for I, O incom- 
parable lady ! am able from this verdant 
lawn to ga^e upwards at your beauty, 
and pour out fhe language of love, you 
plying, in the mean while, the labours 
of the heed:le. Very far be it from me 
to become the cauTe of idlenefs in any 
^amfel living, "but more efpecially in her 
fbr whom my enthralled heart now burn§ 

with 
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with an ardour triumphant and irrcfift- 

« 

ibic. Recoiled:, iIluflriou$ l^y, the 
bright models of your fex, who have 
flione in ancient ages, and whofe works, 
yet prefcrved in divers auguft families, 
are a fplendid and unperifhing memorial 
of their accomplifli5tnents ; recpUedt, I 
lay, thofe matnons, and thpfe maidens, 
and encourage in your youthful bofbm 
an ambition to excel diem. So fh^U th^ 
feir fame of your defers he tranlmittc(# 
to centuries unborn, and your name 
xjuoted with reverence to each riling 
generation- Sew on, love-infpiring lady, 
few on, captivating virgin ; and ifi at 
certain-, intervals, you withdraw your 
l^rilliant eyes from th^t which now ex- 
'^rcifes your hands and your attention, 
vouchfafe to bellow a look upon a much- 
icnamoured knight, who considers you 
as the paragon of terreftrial perfection." 

E 4 So 
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dilcovered thofe incomparable teeth of 
which we have made menticm in a fore- 
going chapter. And now this delicious 
colloquy, fo worthy of being recorded, 
would have taken, without doubt, a moft 
tender and pathetic turn (particularly 
on the part of the much-enamoured 
C^ffur-da-Licn)^ had not the caftle-bell 
been rung vigoroufly for breakfafl. In 
the gallant days of chivalry they break- 
fafted betimes. 
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CHAP. VIL 

Breakfast, which had confifted 

of invigorating viands, being at length 
concluded, the Lady Urfulina moft 
courteoufly propofed fome recreation -on 
the \ake : whereupon her black boat 
was made ready. The lake was, at this 
time, in the perfedlion of its beauty; 
for Autumn fpread his mellow tints upon 
the foliage of the innumerable trees, 
whofe reverend branches bowed down 
upon the water from the verdant banks 
with which it was environed. More- 
over divers fhrubs, difperfed upon the 
ifland on which the caftle flood, and 
likewife intermingling with the groves 
upon the margin, now difplayed, as if 
with emulation, their bright and cluf- 
tering berries, the purple, the fcarler, 
the pale red, the yellow, and many 

other 

-. /. ... ' ': .. / 



C 6? ] 

ff 

Other hues which are wont, at that deli-' 
cious feafon, to ornament and enrich 
the fcenery of nature. 

And now the King of England,, with 
a careful har>d, conduced the Lady Ur- 
fulina and her adorable god-daughter to 
the edge of this beauteoys bafon, where 
with equal afliduity he aflifled them in 
embarking. The relic^t of 5ir Lqdowick 
ftept firft, . King Richard holding her 
arm> and decoroufly and considerately 
turning afide his fece, left the legs of the 
Lady Urfulina Ihould peradventure be 
difcovered whilft fhe ftrode over the 
gunnel of the wherry, As for the Lady 
Carolinetta, he clafped her round the 
waift, the very flender waift, and haying 
hoift'ed her on high, foon deppfited her 
fafely by the fide of her good god- 
mother. 



At 
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At length this auguft company being 
fcated in the boat, beneath a mournful 
tilt of black canvas ; the rowers, folemn 
perfons, arrayed in fable trowfers, up- 
lifted their black oars, then, dipping 
them with one accord, caufed the vcflel 
to move fwiftly from the fhore. The 
minftrel Fitzherbert, at the inftance of 
the King of England, tuned his harp, 
and made the neighbouring woods re- 
echo with his melody. 

Meanwhile the wherry advanced acrofs 
the lake. The nets were thrown out, 
and the inhabitants of the water betrayed 
into captivity. At length ' the Lady 
Urfulina, whofe fight was very ftrong, 
defcried fomething at a diftance which 
floated upon the furfacc. She com- 
manded her boatmen to row in that di- 
redion : as they approached, the thing 
appeared to be a wooden box, or coffer. 

At 
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At the defire of the Lady Urfulina it 
was taken into the boat. It was not 
weighty ; but was clofcd by a brazen 
lock, which with difficulty they forced 
open. The King of England exa- 
mined its . contents : they confided of 
a fmall roll of parchment, which was 
covered on both fides with writing, and 
of the portrait in miniature of a damfel. 
Notwithflanding that this pidhire had 
been damaged by the water, the ladies 
and King Richard could readily per- 
ceive, that . it had been drawn for « 
beautiful woman. 

With regard to the little volume, 
they found, upon perufing a few lines 
of it, that it was the hiftory of fome 
perfon who had been poffeflbr of the 
miniature. By what accident the coffer 
had come thither, the company were at 
a lofs to divine. " But it is not unlikely," 

obferved 
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obferved the King of England, ^« that 
this volume may throw a light upon the 
matter, and ex{>lain to us whofe linea- 
ments this picture reprefents." 

Curiofity inflamed the Lady Urfulina 
and her god-daughter. The nets, at 
their command, were hauled in; and 
the wherry, impelled by the exertions 
of the rowers, foon arrived at the ifland 
of the caftle. The coffer was delivered 
into the hands of Jeronimo, who con- 
duced the Lady Urfulina and her guefti 
to an apartment, where Fitzherbert un- 
rolled the volume, and, having in- 
fpedled the title, pronounced it to ht 
^e Wftory t>f Voltello : whereupon the 
King of England urged the minftrd to 
jecite it ; for fuch, he faid, was the de- 
fire of the two noble ladies. 

Vol. I. F Fitz- 
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Fitzhel^it acquiefced* His high-* 
born auditors were feated in a circle 
(the refpedlful Jeronimo retiring to a 
corner) ; the Lady Carolinetta refumed 
her fewing ; and the relidt of Sir Lodo- 
wick drew forth, froiti her black bag,' the 
black dotting which had amufed her 
whilft flie journeyed through the foreft. 
Thus employed, they liftened to the 
hiftory of Voltello, which the minftrel 
recited as follows: — " Stranger, who- 
ever thou art, that (halt one day be 
poflefTed of this volume, confider well 
the fate of him who writes it, and pro-» 
fit, if thou canft, by his example. I 
am the Anchoret of the Rocisg and dwell 
upon the bank of that tranflucent flood 
which unites with a nobler;Wai;er near 
the Caftle of the Lake. In my earlier 
days I was known by the title of the 
Count Voltello, and inhabited Palermo, 
a renowned city of Sicily. My domains 

were 
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^fcffe extenfive, but ill acquired; mf 
lineage elevated, but defpifed ; my life 
adive, but flagitious. I am now an old 
Inan^ and a fugitive from fociety. I 
have not long to exift ; : therefore do I 
write unrefervedly, and pidhire my dcr* 
gravity with the pencil of tnith^ 

** I came ihto the world with con-* 
tempt upon my head. The citizens of 
Palermo pronounced that nothing 'good 
could derive iti^ original from the houfe 
of Voltello ; for wickednefs, in our fa^ 
mily, was confidered as hereditary. I 
will not trouble thee, ftrangeri with the 
execrable atchieVements that diftin'^ 
guilhed my prime (they arifwercd, tfi 
the full, the inaufpicious e:(pe(Sbitions of 
the people of Palermo), but will cofnfine 
myfelf to the relation of one exploit 
alone^ for which I have ahaiidoned my 
native city^ and fought, in the German 

F 2 forefts. 
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ferefbj a ccuicealment from human 
kind; 

*^ The deed which I allude to cro^racd 
all my Crimea: it was my laft, vtcnH 
outrage ; it was fuperemincntly villain* 
ous. But, before I touch upen it^ I 
muft here inform thee, that, notwith-. 
ftanding my accurfed chara&cr, not-^ 
withftcmding the diabolical cats^ogue of 
tny a(Stioas, without ti\c fingle virtue 
even to vary the black multitude, though 
the Barctos of my houfe had been caitiffs 
lipon #efeoFd through fucceffive genera^ 
tions^ a lady, the mdft beauti&l and 
accomplifhcd in all Palermo, gave her 
lland to me ifiL mairriage, preferring m§ 
to iiumeroiii^ Adorers,; amongR: whom, 
atas !^ I was not wofthy to be named. 

** But foch is die way of wpmen. 
Good heavens ! tinrwha>t was £rihioned 

3 by 
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by the hsuid of the Creator to be the 
reward and confolation of the wife ahd 
good, (hould fb frequently become the 
porti<Hi of the moft infiimous of man-* 
kind! It is true, I h^ the talent of 
rcconmiending myfelf in their eyes : I 
agreeably amufed their fancies : in the 
tnjo)niient of my mirdi, they loft fight of 
my iniquity. Who then hath caule to 
triumph in the fiivour of a fine womaiv 
when^ ten times for one, the moft worth- 
ies are the objedls of it ?" [Here th^ 
Ladies Urfulina and Carolinetta looked 
difpleafed, and tolTed their heads a lit- 
tle, as difapproving this paragraph in 
the hiftory of Voltello.j 

•^Many and various motives are found 
acceflary to this preference : rank, or 
riches, in the fuitbr ; the favourable con- 
traft between his fiagitioufnels and her 

good fame (for the virtues of a hufband 
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mayeclipfe the wife,, and engrofs that 
^miration which (he covets for herfelf) 5 
and die vanity of fuppofing that ihe fhall^i 
oi^e day, efFed a reformation Ui a man^^ 
who, until he had elpoufed her, was of 
deplorable immorality. How grofsly 
they millake, with relpeft to this laft 
idea, I my felf am a melancholy inftance, 
^fhefe, and other reafons, (many of 
which are marvellous, Ibme infcrutable, 
unfathomable) diredt th? mind of wo- 
man in the important point of matrir 
mony. 

« Neverthelefs there may exift, within 
the private walks of life, wife women 
who are not governed by the maxims I 
have recorded. [Herp the ladies gave a 
nod of approbation.] This, ftrarigei", 
is indeed no digreflion from piy ftory, 
but leads me, without ^iifficulty, to that 
which I prppofcd. Although wedded to 

fo 
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lb fair, fo accompliihed, fo virtuous a 
iady, I relinquifhcd not the ways of the 
•libertine, but re-pradtifed every art for 
the fedudlion of the innocents Uncon- 
tented with the pofleflion of a treafure 
fo much envied, I often Hole difguifed 
from my palace to the brothel, M'here I 
purchafed decaying beauty, and difeafc^ 
and fhame : I kept in conftant pay thofc 
venal handmaids of vice, whofe trade it 
is to decoy the diftreffed or unwary fe- 
male to irretrievably infamy. 

*' One day a woman, whofe name was 
L.omelina, and whom I had frequently 
employed as an inftrument of my plea* 
fures, informed me that (he had made 
acquaintance with a damfel of uncom- 
mon beauty, whom flie had endea* 
voured, by her ufual arts, to inveigle, 
but in vain ; that, if I wifhed to gain 
p#fleffion of this prize, fhe would con- 

F 4 trive 



r 7» 3 

trive to procure me an interview with 
hcr^ and kave me to employ my knowi^ 
talents for fedu<^on» in the hope that 
my exerticMis mi^t prove more happy 
than her own. 

^* Infl^uned by the def(:rip|:ion which 
liOmelina h^ given me of this extraor^ 
dinary but obdurate {»ir one> and even 
Simulated by the profpedt of the diffi- 
culties in my way> which I was vain 
enough to think I fhpuld not fail of over- 
coming>'I repaired at an appointed hour 
to Lomelifla. Soon s^fter^ Ihe conduded 
me to the hwfe of a female friend, whi- 
ther the damlel and her parents, who 
were of mean condition> had been in- 
vited to make merry* I was introduced 
to them as a knight lately returned 
from the Holy Land* JLomelina did 
not appear* 

^ I omitted 
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^< I omitted nothing on this occafion 
which I imagined could recommend me 
in the eyes of the beautifiil Zarinda» for 
that was the name of the damfel. I 
mingled with the mod: infidipus adula- 
tion, an appearance of warlike finccrity.^ 
I recounted^ with all the eloquence of 
which I was poiTefled, the exploits of 
the Chriftian worthies in Paleftine; 
defcribed, in lively colours, the fiege 
and capture of Jerufalem ; hinted at the 
numerous perils which I myfelf had 
efcaped ; and, by aifed:ing an extreme 
modefty, acquired credit for achieve^ 
ments which I had not achieved, and 
for having vifited the birth-place of 
Jefus, though I had been never out of 
Sicily. 

*' I had the fatisfadion of perceiving 
that thefe defpicable devices were not 
ufelefsly exerted on Zarinda. I renewed 

them 
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them with additional fuccefs at various 
other times, when I vifited her at the 
houfe of her parents, and concluded that 
I had now made fuch an impreffion upon 
her heart, as might encourage me to a 
declaration of my paffion. The recep-. 
tion which it met with confirmed, in 
the fiilleft manner, the account which I 
had heard from Lomelina : for thedamfel, 
though poor, and of inconfiderable pa- 
rentage, was indued with the pride of 
virtue, and refufed to receive difhonour- 
able addrcflcs. I, hov/ever, "put in prac- 
tice all thofe artifices in which I was fo 
infernally Ikilful ; I fighcd, I wept, I 
flattered; I urged the fear of being 
difinherited and caft off by all my kin- 
dred, if I v/edded one whofe family was 
fo unequal to mine :^ — in vain : difcretion 
and purity fwayed the heart of Zarinda ; 
and all my efforts ended in the indigna- 
tion 
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tion of the fair, and in my own difap- 
pointment and defeat. 

■ 

. «* I was the. more chagrined at this 
circumftance, as, in the whole courfe of 
many years which I had fpenf in perfedt^ 
ing the art of ieducing womdn, in all the 
ruin which I had brought upon the fex, 
this was the only inftance wherein I had 
experienced ill fortune. But J was not 
to be thus dilheartened : I was deter^ 
mined to poflefs Zarinda, though the 
victory were to be obtained by the nioft 
unutterable iniquity. 

" Had Zarinda remained ignorant of 
my real name and quality, I might have 
impofed on her by confenting to the ce- 
remony of a marriage : but, unluckily, 
her parents had difcoyered, that I was 
no other than the Count Voltello, who, 
it was well known in Palern^o, had been 

many 
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finda* The murder of the Countefs wai 
reiblved on> and Lomelina undertook t€t 
be the peipetrator of the deed. Td 
wind up my ingratitude and villainy td 
the higheft pitchy and that nothing 
m^ht be wanting to render me a mon- 
ftcr defcftable to earth and heaven, we 
chofe for this hoirid deed a jundure^ 
when^ if any thing could have ibftened 
fuch a bofom as mine, there exifted 
not only caufe for commiferation and 
remorfe, but even for a revival of affec** 
tion^ 

** My wife was at this time jupoh thtf 
€vc of child-birth. It was agreed, there-t 
j(bre, that Lomelina fhould be intra* 
duced into my family, as aa experienced 
perfon to attend upon the Countefs, in 
a cafe of fuch emergency. The Coun- 
tefs (bon aft^r was delivered of ^ fon, the 
fifth which ihe had borne me ; and joy, 

lincere 
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Cucere in every face but mine, and that 
of the accurfed Lomelina, now reigned 
throughout the palace of Voltello* 

** Thou feeft, ftrangcr, that I am 
faithful to my promife ; that I record 
my own adtions in the language of 
execration. 

" Amidft this general joy, the wicked 
inftrument of my wickednefs was not 
forgetful of the part which fhe had un- 
dertaken to perform. In the dead hour 
of midnight, fhe feized the opportunity, 
when the Countefs had called to her 
for fbme medicine, to mingle with the 
potion a certain whitiftl powdery which 
is known to be a mortal poifbn: and 
this fhe could the more eafily effeft, as 
the reft of the nurfes and attendants^ 
overcome with watching and fatigue, 
had lain down to take repofe in different 

corners 
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corners of tKe chamber. The deed^ 
however, (fuch is the juftice of all-feeing 
Heaven) did not pafs unperceived, al- 
though its nefarious tendency was un- 
known to the obferver ; for one of the 
damfels, lefs drowfy than her compa- 
ftions, faw Lomelina take the powder 
from her pocket, infufe it into the veC- 
fel, and throw the paper which had 
contained it, on the floor. This paper 
the damfel afterwards f ook up* 

** The murderous draught is admi- 

niflered :-r-the Countefs -but I will 

not here repeat the particular;? of thiig 
ftiocking tragedy. It is fufficient to re- 
Iate> that, ere many minutes had palled 
away, that moft excellent of women waiS 
no more. The deed thus perpetrated^ 
it was given out in the palace, that the 
Countefs had been attacked with a fud- 
den malady in the night-time, the vio- 
lence 
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lencc of which had put a period to her 
life, before the neceffary affiftance of 
phyficians coiild be procured. As for 
me, I laboured to appear difconlblatei 
and, with an air of amiable impiety, taxed 
Heaven with being cruel, in thus fnatch- 
ing from me, in the flower of her days, a 
confort for whom I had ever felt the 
tenderefl: affedion. I had the precau-t. 
tion, not with Handing, to give orders for 
the immediate funeral of the Countefs ;' 
a command which gave birth to no little 
furprife, both in the palace, and through- 
out the neighbourhood. . 

*' Meanwhile the damfel already men- 
tioned, difclofed to the domeftics what 
ft>e had been witnefs to with refpedt to 
the powder, and like>\dfe produced the 
paper in which it had been contained. 
This paper was inilantly ftiewn to a per- 
Ion much noted for his Ikill in drugs, 
who, from the fmell> and more efpe- 
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clally from certain particles fiill adhering 
to the paperj pronounced the powder to 
be a quick and fubtile poifon. The 
grief and rage of my domeftics (who 
had adored thdr dcceafed lady) were 
undefcribable : they noade fearch after 
the infamous Lomelinai and dragged 
her to the public priibo. The body of 
the Countefs was opened^ ai>d undeni^ 
able fymptoms of poifon were difco^ 
vcred in the inteftines. 

** And now fufpicion began to glance 
even at me. My precipitate diredions 
for fQlemni2;ing the funeral ; my having 
introduced Lomelina into the family,, 
exprefsly for the purpofe of officiating 
as a nurfe; and, more than all, my 
known averfion for the Countefs ; con- 
firmed the friends and kiadred of that 
imfortunate lady in their belief that I 

had been privy to the guilt of Lomelina, 

This 
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This laft was foon after brought to trial j 
but, faithful to her agreement with me, 
and relying chi the weight and intereft 
of my family for her fafety, /e&fed to di- 
vulge to her judges, and to the worlds 
that I had been the inftigator of thct 
crime which ihe had comimittcd. A$ 
the evidence againft her was clear and 
inconteftable, Ihc was condemned ta 
fuffer death, to the infinite fatisfa<l:ion 
of the citizens of Palermo. 

** You will readily imagine, ftrangei;:; 
that I omitted not to exert my utmoft 
power and influence in behalf of thi3 
abominable woman. As I was allied to 
the auguft houfe which then fwayed the 
Sicilian fceptre, I found no difficulty 
in procuring a . pardon for Lomelina 
[Here the King of England ftarted fron> 
his feat, and, frowning, grafped a battle- 
axe, which lay along the mantle-piece ; 

G 2 but 
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but the Lady Carolinetta plucking him 
by the cloak, he craved pardon of the 
illuftrious females for the fudden traitf- 
port wherewith he had been feized, and 
refumed his feat very peaceably] ; though, 
at the fame time, the moft violent fiiC- 
picions prevailed againft myfelfi in Pa- 
lermo, and throughout all Sicily ; as well 
from the uniform profligacy of my life, 
as from my folicitude to ihelter from the 
juft vengeance of the laws fo obnoxious 
and atrocious a criminal* 

^ After wearing for the ufual time, 
with the moft deteftable hypocrify, the 
exterior marks of fadnefs for the death 
of the murdered Countefs, I efpoufed 
Zarinda, for whofe fake I had been thus 
a villain, and who, notwithftandingthc. 
fufpicions againft me, believed, or af-^ 
feded to believe, the tale which I pro- 
pagated with refped to the death of the 

Countefs* 



Countefs. Thus, either fiiom love, or 
from ambition, or from both, fhe un- 
reludlantly furrendered up her chamis to 
'my poffeflion. ' 

*' But though the wicked Lomelina 
had been fnatched from the-executioner, 
her crfme* had made too forcible an im- 
preflion on the minds of men, to be fuf- 
fered foon to pafs into oblivion. Though 
royalty had forgiven it, the' imtioii had 
not. 

w . ■ ! 

** Whenever I appeared abroad, the 
populace reviled me with the* moft mor- 
tifying epithets; each ftreet xefoundicl 
with the curfes they beftowed on me ; 
nor did they even fpare my chilidren and 
my wife, but hiffed them, and fpit oft 
them, as they pafled along, and failed 
not to reproach them with the heredi* 
tary turpitude of the houfe of Voltello. 
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" Thefe rsiteratcd affironts^ this um^ 
vcrfal detcfiation, embittered the life 
of my Zariiida ; they preyed upon h^r 
heart; and, ere loi^ delivered her to 
the dominion of death. I have enclofed 
a little portrait of th^ beautifiil, but 
hapleis lady> in the coffer which is def-* 
lined to contain thi& hiftory. It hath 
iiffi;)rded me^ in my retreat^ a kind of 
gloomy recreation to contemplate the 
image of thofe heavetUy charms^i that 
yrere fnatchcd from an admiring world 
to an untimely grave ; a fate which Ihe 
owed to her being united to a wr^ch fo 
ddpifo^tXo abhorred for hia unutterable 
dqpravityj 

^ At lei^gth, affli&ed for the lof» of 
her I loved, h^iaflcd by the unceafing 
inve&ives of the Sicilians, and even in 
a^rehenfioa for the fa&ty of my per* 
fon, I adopted the* refolutioi^ to depart, 

and 
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and devote the remnant of my remorfc- 
^ful days to folitudc in fome region far 
remote from Sicily. Purfuant to this 
determination, I diftributed my children 
amongft their uncles and their aunts, 
and, having bidden them an afiedionate 
farewell, took Ihipping from Palermo 
in the dead of night (for the populace 
had threatened to ftone me}, and failed 
for the city of Marfeilles* I travelled 
thence into Germany, and, having wan* 
jdered for a confiderable period of time, 
in queft of a convenient cavern, at 
length fixed my abode beneath the vene- 
rable rocks which overhang the margin 
of a fmboth and limpid river, in the 
neighbourhood of the Caflle 6f the Lake/* 
-—Here ended the Jiiftory of Voltello. 
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CHAR VIIL 

Jl HE Ladies Urfulina and Carolinctta 
moft courteoufly thanked the minftrel 
for his. trouble; the King of England 
fwore by the head of holy Domi- 
nick, that, had he been in pofleflion of 
the throne of Sicily, Lomelina fliould 
have fufFered condign puniftiment. 

And here it is to be not-cd, that the 
Lady Urfulina, a woman of a devout 
tendency, wgs at divers times diflatisfied 
>vith the exclamations of King Richard, 
in which the names of the Apoftles, and 
other bleffed people, were vainly and 
profanely introduced ; . a circumftance. 
which caufed that virtuous relidt ever 
and anon to turn her eyes* upwards, and 
alfo fhrug her Ihoulders in filent amaze 
tuid horror. 
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One day (for I will .digrefs a* little^ 
while upon this topic j, as Ihe and the 
heroic Caur^de-Lion were fitting by the 
fire-fide, ftie informed him in a mild 
voice, that flie had fojnewhat of magni- 
tude to impart to, him. The King of 
iingland, who fuppofed for certain, that 
the relidt of Sir Lodowick had a boon 
to crave, and doubtlefs meant to employ 
the vigour of his valiant arm in fome 
chivalrous achievement, drew nearer to 
her corner, and dilpofed himfelf to lifl:en 
to her defire. Whereupon the Lady 
Urfulina accofl:ed him in thefe words : 
— " It is with pity und difpleafure, il- 
luftrious Knight, that I have long ob- 
ferved, in one of your noble and rare 
qualities, a mofl: vehement inclination 
to fwearing. Without doubt, continued 
Ihe, it was iefs from choice than cuftom 
that yoU' have made this terrifying pro-r 
grcfs in profanenefs. I am grieved, nay 

I am 
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I am fliockcd at the reiterated ofFencel 
of this kind which you comn>it, and 
conjure you to forego the irreligious 
habitu4e* Lo ! the impudent Sir Leo-* 
pold, -who annoys me with his addrefles^ 
and perfecutes me with faftiionable rai- 
ment, knowing my juft abhorrence of 
rafh and frequent fwearing, piaced a 
guard upon his lips in my prefencc, 
nor ever uttered an oath, except a few 
that were too feeble to offend even in a 
monaftcry/' 

Shef faid ; and the King of England^ 
who was clearly fatisfied of the juftnefi 
of her fentiments, but loved neverthc- 
lefs to divert himfelf with her humour, 
ireplied to the Lady Urfulina as follows : 
«c — By the beard of St, Catherine, illuf-* 
trious and pious lady, [Here the relidl 
of Sir Lodowick uplifted both her 
hands] I cap fee but little mifchief in 

that 
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that of which you complain* I am not; 
the manner of man that would afHidt 
your virtuous ears with aught that was, 
truly fpeakingi either immoral or unfa- 
lutary. For know, religious relid, that 
iwearing is a matter of more importance 
than you are well aware of. Th6 ftre- 
i^uous Chriftian fwears to evince that he 
18 a Chriftian. [Here a Ihrug from the 
Lady Urfulina.] He doeth honour to 
the faints, by ever and anon reminding 
us of their fandity in this world, and of 
their intereft in the next. Blefled Gre- 
' gory ! how many foolifh and inconfi* 
derate perfons would utterly forget that 
there were any faints in Heaven, were it 
not for the exertions of the diligent and 
hearty fwcarer ! [Here a fccond flirug 
from the Lady Uriulina.] By the bones 
of holy Nicholas, 1 can fee no mifchief 
in it* As for me, I was indulged in 
fri-earing from my childhood [Here the 

Lady 
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Lady Uffulifta turned up her eyes], and 
have ever finCe been noted for many 
pleafing imprecations . Neverthelefs, 
auftere and exemplary lady, I would 
endeavour (by the eyebrows of Saint 
'Winifred I would) to debar myfelf of fo 
ufeful an auxiliary, as an oath is now 
and then, were it only to give pleafure 
to a widow of your high worth, and 
moft delicate turn of confcience.'* 

So fpake King Richard. To whom 
the relid: of Sir Lodowick : — *^ How an 
oath, illuftrious warrior, can in any 
wife be ufeful, unlefs upon folemn oc- 
cafions, is, I confefs^ to me a matter 
of much furprife. [Here a dialogue 
cnfued with fuch incredible velocity, 
that the pen of the hiftorian, in order to 
keep pace with it, is conftrained to omit 
naming the charadlerSjas they fpoke, but 
leaves that particular to the ftirewd and 

difcerning 
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difcerning reader.] On the contrary. 
Sir Knight, continued the Lady Urfu- 
lina, it is a foul disfigurement of Chrif- 
tian civility." ' 



" By the battlements of Jerufalem, I 
can fee no harm in fweajing.'* 

« It (hocks the ears of the devout/ 

" It reminds the wicked of their rq- 
ligion.'* 

* It debafes heroic language/ 
" It invigorates difcourfe.'^ 

* It is a clog to colloquial inter- 
courfe.' 

" It is the great wheel of converfation." 

* The refuge of the illiteratp.' 

" The privilege of the high-born.'* 
« A grand fcandal to the church.' 

"A 
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«• A grand comfort to the laity." 

• A ftamp of \nlgar ftation.' 
*' An evidence of nobilitv.'* 
« Woe to ye hereafter I* 

** Not a faint but will forgive us.'* 

« I would willingly know why/ 

** Becaufe we fwear by them, for their 
tredit and their glory. Were you ^ faint 
yourfelfi you would like to be remem- 
bered ; ay, marry would you.** 

* It is a mean fort of thing.* 

** It breathes an air of braver}^" 

« I utterly deny that.* 

" Body of Saint Benedidl ! Lady wi* 
dow, what would you have ? Neverthe- 
lefs, (to fpeak like a courteous kind of 
perfon) I vow to bleffed Margery, I will 

not 
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not fwear an oath (at leaft a loud one) 
in your noble and godly prefence, while 
I fojourn at this caftle, albeit the cuf^ 
torn is engrafted in my conftitution, and 
my very organs of utterance are, in a 
manner, formed for fwearing; but, on 
the contrary will, when I perceive an 
oath intrude itfelf into what I am about 
to fay, fwear it foftly to myfelf, and 
give you, auguft lady, the remainder ai 
it ought to be/' 

So fpake King Richard ; and the Lady 
Urfulina, ftroaking her black cat, which 
purred befide her, fhewed fymptoms of 
being fatisfied with this knightly decla- 
ration. But it is time, patient reader^ 
to return to the fubjc(5t from which wc 
h4vc digrcfled. 
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CHAP. VII. 

VOLT EL LO, the Anchoret of the 
Rocks i having dcfcribed his habitation- 
to be fituatcd in the neighbourhood of 
the Caftle of the Lake, the Lady Urfiilina 
difpatched the wife Jeronimo to enquire 
amongft the peafantry with regard to 
that lonely perfon, and procure, if pof- 
lible, an interview with him. The ve- 
nerable ufher was diligent in his fearch, 
and at length arrived at a remote and 
wretched cottage, not far from the river 
already mentioned in this hiftory. Its 
inhabitants informed him that they had 
frequently feeh the perfon of whom he 
was in queft, but that, alas ! he was now 
no more. A violent fall of rain having 
fwelled the neighbouring torrents, the 
river rofe with the augmentation of its 

waters. 
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wateris, overflowed its boundaries in the 
dead of night, burft into the cavern of 
the unhappy hermit, and deflroyed him. 
His body, added they, was found float- 
ing on the ftream, as foon as day ap- 
peared, together with certain articles, 
of which the fiirniture of his habitation 
had been compofed. They concluded 
with declaring, that the deceafed had 
never feemed to be, in truth, a holy per- 
fon ; and that in his looks there was an 
air of villany, which had deterred the 
country people from applying to him 
for his prayers, or for any fpiritual con- 
folation. 

With this . intelligence Jeronimo re- 
turned. His relation accounted fatig- 
fadtorily for the coffer, and for the wri- 
ting and the pidhire contained within it. 
Very many refledtions'were made by the 
augufl: company, with refped: to the fate 
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ofVoltellp; and.tjicl^jiy Urfulina utfer- 
cd divers moral notiqp^ which, it is 
heartily tq, be laiT>pnted, the limits of 
this narrajdfln. will npf fuffer mcS to 
record. 

Many hqipitabk a^ joyous d^s di4. 
t^ magn^imcms King qf E^iglan4i exr 
perience. at, tt^e Caftle of the I^ake* At 
length the minftrel FitzherberL alarmed 
for. the gloj^ of his lQr(l, and anxious to 
beh9l4;him upoa.the thjpne of his prq- 
gcmto^t accofled hinfi one. evening as. 
£)l^Q\Vs : ^ Unconquerable foyereigm of 
a wife and warlike nation, why delay tq 
continue your travel, and rejoice the 
eyes apc|;hear|s . qf; your iffjf^tif n,t peo^ 
pie with the jRJfiftnce, c^^ theiy- long-lq(| ^ 
Richard ? . Dqi^t^^ it^ bjef^em^, the heroip; 

Ca(ir-4f-U(n^Soy^^i ^m\j^^<l^ foref^. 
of Qerraany (G^rmsuiyj w)iere yqu haiVC, 
fuf cro^ jfm;h .i«<4^ni0, fuch- ,vfpe), thofe^ 
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hieftimabk hours which the duties of 
his royil poft, ahd the diforders of a 
kinglefs etnpire, iibw with urgency de- 
majid ? RecoUeS:, illuftrioiis hero, the 
renown which you have gathered in the 
blefled land of Paleftirie, thofe triumphs 
that Were the fruit of your wifdom and 
intre|>idity ; and return, while yet you 
may, to a loyal and admiring kingdom, 
to enjoy undiftiirbed the celebrity of 
your vidlories. Methinks I fee the fhade 
of your father Henry arife ; methinks 
I hea!r the echo of his lordly voice, re^" 
tninding you of the rich and wide- 
extended realms which, in death, he 
furrendered to your rule and conferva- 
tion, and exhorting you to uphold this 
fame of the royal houle of the Plan- 
tagehets. Let us then depart, O king, 
without delay, and purfue the neareft 
road to the borders of the ocean. The 
Lady Urfulina is fafe within thefe walls ; 
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neither the arts nor the violence of Sir 
Leopold can reach her ; Ihe may dif- 
penfe with that knightly care which you 
have confented to beftow on her." 

Fitzherbert thus faid ; and the Mo- 
narch, having mufed for fome moments, 
replied to him in thefe expreflions : — 
" Minftrel, the care of England is ever 
next my heart. That I have tarried 
awhile in this caftle, was a courtefy due 
to the doleful relid of Sir Lodowick, 
whofe u flier (and indeed herfelf) im- 
plored me to befriend her with the 
vigour of my arm, in her prefent dan- 
gerous condition ; not to mention that 
the attradlions of her incomparable god- 
daughter have acquired that fweet fway 
over my ill-defended heart, which beauty 
and pleafantnefs are accuftomed to main- 
tain over the knightly and courteous-, 
mdnded, at all feafons, and iji all places^. 

Never- 



Neverthelefs,Fitzherbert, fince thy words 
are fraught with fincerity and wifdom, 
and my gallant people of England now 
languilh for my return, I will sat once 
break through thofe toils which love 
hath laid to enfnare me, and, ere ano- 
ther fun hath afcended to its meridian, 
will take leave of the Lady Urfulina, 
and the adorable Carolinetta/* 

So fpake King Richard. Fitzherbert, 
full of joy, repaired fpeedily to the lia- 
ble, with intent to crop and redtify the 
courfcr of the -King, and his own ac- 
complilhed palfrey. Moreover, he caufed 
the royal armour to be fcoured. 

And now night had with her folemn 
government fucceeded the departed day, 
and preparation was made in the halj 
for the final repaft which King Richard 
and the minftrel were to enjoy at the 
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Callle of the Lake. Ere long, the vianda 
fmoked upon the table. The relicl of 
Sir Lodowick, and the lady C^olinetta^ 
demeaned themfelves with their wonted 
aftabiiity. Much witty difcourfe went 
round. At length, the viands beipg tf-. 
moved, and thje bowls of choiccft beve- 
rage filled up to their filver margins, 
and handed to the Liatdy Urfulina and 
her ineftmiable god-daughter, who neat- 
ly and difcretcly fipped as'hiuch as feem- 
cd becoming them, the Monarch of 
England accofted in thefe words hia 
grave and attentive hoftefs :• " Many 
and great kindneffes, hofpitable and 
noble lady, have the minftrel and my- 
felf received in this your caftle : never, 
while the breath of life infpirits this 
mortal frame, (hall they be excluded 
from my memory. Neverthelefs, iliuf- 
trious lady, fince your audacious perfe-. 

cutor h efFedtually defeated, as well by 

the 
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tiir wffdom and fidelity 6f youf liftier, 
as by the ferce atid fituatidn of the fefr- 
trefs in which you dwell, efteem it nbt 
unkStiightly if ri6*r I crave ^6Xir per- 
miliion, lady, to depart, and ekercife my 
fword where peradventure it may bt 
needful. Various, 4hd J>eriIous> and ur- 
gent, and fublime, are the calls and oc- 
cafiohs of chivalry. Iniquity no^V ftalk», 
like a ^iahtefs, upon earth : Ihe tread's 
dbwA the poor ind the feeble : the va- 
lorous arid the ftrong are their fole fuc- 
cour and tonfoiation. I vow to the -^ 
[Here Kihg Rithaid, forgetful of his 
recent pWnlife, was about k6 violate de- 
votiort; but, oh 21 fudden, recolledirig 
himfelf, fupprefled the rifing oath.] I 
fay, courteous and incomparable lady, 
that the vigour of my ai*m is very ne- 
ceflary to the mifei*able, arid therefore 
pray youjr leave to refume my purpofed 
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travel. And you, celdlial paragon of 
innocence and beauty [continued the 
heroic Richard, addrefling the Lady 
Carolinetta], confider not this departure 
as a violation of that love with which 
your worth and beauty have fo occupied 
my heart ; but efteem it, I befeech you, 
as redounding to your glory ; inafmuch 
as, peerlefs virgin, ever)' victory I may 
win muil be afcribed to the dear in- 
fluence of your attradions, and compofe 
fo many monuments to your merit and 
my fidelity. This arm is to be the 
pillar of your fame. Therefore, celeftial 
lady, believe me your unaltered knight, 
nor view with offended eyes my depar- 
ture from this caflle. Idlenefs is the 
bane of iaiighthood and of renown ; and 
honour, once debafed, can never more 
remount to its original fublimity. 



So 
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So ipake the King of England. A 
fmile and a blufh together adorned the 
face of the lovely Carolinetta, whilft the 
Lady Urfulina, in a brief and benignant 
manner, thus replied to the petition of 
her royal gueft : — " Now far be it from 
me, moft courteous and gallant Knight, 
to detain your valorous arm from the 
field of great adventure. Go ; and may 
the high Heavens prove propitious to 
your chivalry !" She faid, and, having 
plucked off from her finger a jewel of 
grand price, prefented it to Cosur-de^ 
Lion^ as a memorial of her gratitude ; 
then, rifing, bade him farewel, and 
retired amidfl her damfels. 

Nor was the gentle Carolinetta dif- 
inclined to imitate the example of her 
grateful godmother, but drew from her 
hand a glove, the whitenefs of which, 

the 
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the hue <^ that hand alone could emu- 
late; this, embcUifhed widi a golden 
fringe, fhe gave to the enamoured Rich- 
ard; then dropped a cnftal tear, and 
departed to her bed-chamber. 
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C H A p. X, 

1 H E fun, on the enfiiing morn, had 
fcarce lifted his- refplendent orb above 
the eaftern horizon, when JFitzherbert 
roufed his fovereign to leave the Caftle 
of the Lake. Arlino fnorted, and fliook 
his mane for joy ; the minflrel beftrode 
his palfrey. Having crofled the ex- 
panfe of water in the wherry of the Lady 
Urfulina, they diredled their courfers 
towards the kingdom of Bohemia. Far 
they had not journeyed, when they deC* 
fcried a tall knight, behind whom rode 
a fquire who was confide rably ftiort of 
.ftature. The minftrel advanced, and 
enquire.d of him the name of his lord, 
" The warrior whom I ferve," replied 
the fquire of lit^e ftature, " is entitled 
Sir Rodolpho, or the Knight of the 

Pitcber\ 
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Pitcher i the form of which utenfil i& 
emblazoned on his target.** 

By this time the King of England 
had come near enough to falute Sir 
Rodolpho, which courtefy the latter re-^ 
turned with a graceful and gallant de- 
meanour. As they travelled in the fame 
dired:ion> they joined company at the 
requeft of King Richard, who, ill able 
to fubdue his curiofity to learn why Sir 
Rodolpho was entitled the Knight of the 
Pitcher, and alfo why he was attended 
by a fquire of fuch brief ftature, took 
occafion, when they had difcourfed foi: 
a little while on chivalry, to befeech him 
to unfold the motives of thefe extraor- 
dinary particulars. 

Rodolpho, who delighted in acb of 
courtefy, and was moreover of a com- 
municative temper, refrained his courfer 

to 
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to an eafy trot, and addrefled the King 
of England as follows : — " Many, Sir 
Knight, like you, have marvelled at the 
difparity between my fquire and myfelf. 
It hath not always been my cuftom to 
entertain in my fervice a perfon fo dimi- 
nutive in ftature. Few knights, in the 
kingdom of Bohemia, have been at- 
tended by taller fquires. But know. 
Sir, that they proved to be fuch a ntii- 
fance, and fuch an expence, that my 
revenue, which is moderate,, became 
Unequal to the burthen. As I myfelf 
am tall, thefe fquires, of whom I com- 
plain, made no fcruple to wear either 
my armour or my apparel, whenfoever i 
was abfent, and fometimes even when I 
%ras at home. Arrayed in my befl: gar- 
ment, or in my bell coat of mail, my 
fquire, in the dulk of evening, would 
iflue forth from my caftle, to fome ren- 
dezvous of damfels and petty people in 

the 
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i iLhisaefl:!, err oecbkcs, hafc, 
and breeches, dcftnwrcd without rtxmxfb. 

" Whereupon, Sir, I determined, as my 
only defence againft this fpecies of mal- 
treatment, to be provided ever after with 

a fquire 
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a fquirc whofe dimenlions ihould be dif^ 
fimilac to liiine^ and whom^ therefore^ 
neither my armour nor my habiliments 
ivould fit. And now, thanks to this de- 
vice, I enjoy the juft. ufc and fatisfiidioii 
of my wearables. 

*• With refped: to the armorial enfign 
which, is emblazoned upon my target, 
and from which I have received the 
addition of Knight of th Pitcher, the . 
Qccafiori, Sir Knight, was as follows : — 
Ofle day, as 1 purfued my journey 
through a deep and gloomy hollow, in 
quell, of brave adventures, mine ears 
were of a fudden al&iled by a moft fm-f 
gular and doleful found, which pro--^ 
Gceded from a caftle on the brow of an 
ioipending cliff, that formed one of the 
^es of the hollow. I paufe, I liften, I 
difmount from my fteed, and conunit 
him to. the care of my fquire; then,^ 

climb- 
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climbing the rude cliff, endeavour to 
reach the caftlc. I fucceeded in the at- 
tempt, and placed myfelf under the 
cafement of a chamber from which the 
ftrange found feemcd to ifllie. 

** As, ever and anon, there came an 
interval of filence, I feized the oppor- 
tunity, and elevating my voice, en- 
quired if any perfons much afflidled 
were in the chamber ; for that I, as was 
the duty of a genuine fon of chivalry, 
ftood ready to aflift and confole them. 
Whereupon (O wonderous !} a voice, as 
if proceeding from the infide of a 
pitcher, in a mournful key replied me 
in the following expreffions : — * Kind 
ftranger, for the love of the Virgin, go 
round to the caftle gate, which I know 
you will find open ; and proceed through 
the great hall to a narrow paiTage on the 
left, which will lead you to a flight of 

flepsj 




L "3 ] 

fteps, up which, for the fake of heaven, 
afcend ; thiofe paft, turn a little to the 
right, where a gallery fomewhat difmal 
will condud you to this apartment. Bq 
fpeedy, benignant ftranger; for I am 
verily in great mifery. Here the voice, 
with a piteous groan, concluded. 

'* I obeyed my diflrefled diredor, and, 
after various turnings and windings, ar- 
rived at a remote chamber. The door 
flood wide open : I entered, and, to my 
utter aftonilhment, beheld a middle- 
aged man (who, from his veftments, y 
appeared to be a perlbn of high condi- 
tion) bent down upon a large table, with 
his head, to the very flioulders, en- 
clofed in an earthen pitcher, through 
the fides of which his voice produced a 
miferable and odd found. But, irkfome 
as his plight mull have been, and ftrong 
as my defire was to releafe him, I was 

Vol, I. I never-! 
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ncverthelefs fo ftnick with the novelty 
of the fpedtacle, that I remained* for 
, iottic minutes without motion ; then give 
a loofe to laughter^ irreliftible. and 
exceffive* 

^' At length, roufed by the reiterated 
lamentations of the fufFerer, I advanced 
up to the table, and, with the handle of 
my battle-axe, gently fmote the veffel, 
which incontinently fell to pieces. The 
perfott who had been thus tormented^ 
flarted up in a tr^fport of de%ht, and 
thsfttked riie in courteous terms for ha- 
ving effedled his deliverance. In return^ 
I alked him by what means he had been 
betrayed into a lituation fo ludicrous 
und extraordinary; whether by the 
pow^r of enchantment, or by the vil- 
lainy of his domefticsy or, in fine,, 
by the devices of fome vinditfHver 

cnemy-^ 



t "5 1 

fcnertiy. At the fame time I ftiiiggled 
t6 overcbme my rifing laughter> left the 

efRjfions of my merfiment (hould fur- 

* 

ther difconcert the already chagrined 
fufFerer, who, hiving (hed a few tears, 
ind fobbed, fate down, and wiped his 
eyes, and replied to me as follows ; ^ 

* Neither the power of enchantment^ 
lior the villainy of domeftics, nor the 
devices of an enemy, reduced me to the 
predicament out of which you have juft 
redeemed me ; but ttiy oWn unexampled 
folly, which hith attended me from my 
very youth, and which, in this parti- 
cular, proved inveterate and invincible. 
You muft Jcnow, benignant knight, that 
I am a baron of glorious anceftry, and 
addidted not a little to the love of cer- 
tain fweet-meats, which thofe (killed in 
the compofition of rich and rare con- 
fedions, arc accuftomcd to keep in jars, 

I « to 
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to the end that they may remain unia- 
jured for a long fpace of time^ and defy 
the malignity of the weather. Many 
veffek of thefe junkets have I confumed^ 
courteous ftranger, fince I have been in 
the poiTeilion of this caitle ; but (as my 
evil fiars defigned it» or elfe for fomc 
fii> that I have committed) on this in- 
aufpicious day» having fimfhed the re- 
mainder of certain preferved fruits, with 
which this^ accurfed veflel» the frag- 
ments of which now lie fcattered on the 
floor, had been filled in former years^ 
I imagined, (wretch as I am!) that I 
beheld fome candied. fub£tance encruft- 
ing the infide of the veffel* with here 
and, there fome firup, which appeared fa 
yery alludng,. that I felt axx irreMible 
avidity to.obtaii^ iL. 

* Wheijeupon, without delay,. I thruft 
my head imwittingly down into the 

veffelj, 




vcilici, till my lips touched the very bot-i. 
torn. Fool that I was, I might have 
fcraped off, with my fingers, the firup 
that was the objedl of my defire ; but; 
with the voracity and nicety of an Api^ 
cius or an Heliogabalus, I dived into 
the veflel, conjedhiring that, to lick the 
iides of the pitcher itfelf would com- 
pletely enable me to acquire its contents, 
and even contribute to increafe the deli<- 
cacy of their flavour. True it is, I was 
gratified to the fulnefs of my defire : I 
licked both the bottom and the fides :> I 
rioted in this cavern of fweetnefs. 

' But, alas ! when all was obtained, and 
i endeavoured to withdraw from the 
pitcher, I found that, in fpitc of every 
effort at extrication, my head muft un- 
avoidably continue where it lay. Had 
the pitcher been a light one, I could, 
doubtkfs, have freed myfelf from the 

1 3 incum- 
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incumbrance at a moment, by dafhing 
it againft the wall or the table ; but, 
to add to my diftrefs, it happened to be 
a very ponderous and unwieldy piece of 
earthen-ware, and utterly beyond my 
ikill or ftrength to overcome, 

* I now felt the horror of my fltuation 
in its full force : I roared for very vexa-r 
tion : but my people had gone abroad, 
and there was none left to relieve me. 
I wept. Sir Knight, till the veffd was half 
filled with my tears : the deep and hol- 
low murmur of my voice affrighted me : 
I remained at once a ridiculous and a 
lamentable fpedlacle. At length (bleiT- 
ed be the Saint who fent you ! } I heard 
your welcome fummons from below, 
and confidered my enlargement as in- 
dubitable.* 

f' Here 
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*' Here the Baron concluded his flory. 
We then commenced a very precious 
difcourfe concerning the moral good 
that might be extraded from this cir- 
cumftance. We viewed it in a ferious 
light, and looked (by way of allegory) 
on the pitcher, as an image of the vo- 
luptuoufnefs of life ; and on the Baron^ 
as a pidhire of ungovernable concu- 
pifcence, which, diffatisfied with a jufl: 
and temperate (hare of pleafufes, and 
fuch as are readily and comfortably to 
be attained, ^ill feize thfeni by irregular 
methods, will run the head into the pitcher^ 
and inordinately thirft for the very dregs 
of enjoymefit, 

'• This topic difj^ofed of, we entered 
into the nature of man in general ; after 
which, having advanced a few ideas 
about avarice, and the mifconceived opi- 
nions with refpe<ft to earthly happinefs, 

I ^ w^ 
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wc digreffed, or rather made a tranfition 
to a matter, which the Baron had more 
nearly at heart, and which he unfolded 
to me as follows : • The misfortune 
which I have experienced, benignant 
and noble knight, is of a nature indeed 
fo comic, and yet fo difagr^eable, that 
I would bury it, if poflible, in everlafting 
oblivion. Happily, not even my own 
domeftics have witneffed it : none, but 
yourfelf. Sir Knight, hath been acquaint-^ 
ed with my difgrace. Reveal not, I 
befeech you, my name, nor aught elfe 
that might conduce to a difcovery. Re-* 
late the mifadventure (it were abfurd to 
debar you from that pleafure) ; but con- 
ceal the fufFerer. For know, illuftrioiis 
knight, that I have a kinfman, a great 
baron, whofe pofleffions are rich and 
ample, and who, being childlefs, hath 
an intention of declaring me his fuc- 
ceffor. Neverthelefs, were he to hear of 

this 
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this calamity, he would affuredly with^ 
draw from me his favour : for he is a 
man of a proud mind, and could ill brook 
the idea, that a circumftancc fo ludicrous 
ihould have happened in our family/ 

" So fpake the Baron, whom I had li-* 
berated from the pitcher. I aflured him, 
upon the honour of a knight, and upon 
the faith of a true Chriftian, that, how- 
ever I might be tempted to relate the 
difafter, I would diligently conceal his 
name. I bade him be of good chcer^ 
for that the fecret Ihould attend mc to 
the grave, 

" The Baron was fatisfied : he embraced 
me with fervour^ and exprefled his gratew 
ful fenfe of my benignity, in language 
the moft lofty and refined. We care« 
fully colleded the fragments of the 
pitcher, left his people, when they re- 
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turned, (hould be inclined to fufped: 
what had happened. I then bade him 
faurewd (my time not permitting me to 
tafte of his hofpitality), and defcended 
the cliff to my fquire, who was waiting 
with fome anxiety for the iflTue of my 
adventure, 

« As I was then but young in arms, 
and had achieved no high exploit, from 
which I might adopt an armorial enfign 
for my target, I determined that this 
adventure, more laughable than illuftri-r 
ous, Ihould furniih the device by which 
I was to be known ever after amongft 
the children of chivalry. For this end 
I halted at the neareft city, and gave a 
painter fix florins for emblazoning on 
xny target a pitcher /^^/<? in a field Qr, 

** Thus, Sir Knight, have I explained 
to you the two objedis of your curiofity, . 

ttie 
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the brief ftature of my attendant, and 
the Angular device I carry, •* 

•* Body of Saint Benedift!" exclaimed 
the King of England, '^ your adventure, 
good Sir Knight, is without fellow in 
any chronicle that treats of knightly 
enterprize. So jocular an achievement 
never yet was known to mankind. Nei- ] 
ther Rowland, nor Rinaldo, nor ^ny one 
of the Peers of Charlemagne, could 
m^tch it in all their chivalry. I thank 
you very cordially. Sir Knight, for your 
parration.'** Thui^ fpake th^ royaj 
Richard/ 



CHAP. 



r 'H ] 



C H A p. XL 

JL HE two knights were now arrived 
upon the borders of a foreft. Ere long 
they perceived a palfrey enjoying the 
tender herbage which flourifhed beneath 
the trees. His flefh Was plump, his 
Ikin fleek, his houfings gay and magni- 
ficent.. At a little diftance from him 
grazed another that was equally fat and 
fmooth, although lefs gorgeeufly capa- 
rilbned. 

The King of England and the Knight 
of the Pitcher agreed to enter the foreft, 
conjediiring that they fhould there meet 
with fome illuftrious perfons to whom 
thefe palfreys might belong. Having 
advanced for feveral paces, they at length 
beheld a lady of a venerable and afflidted 
afpeft, who, with two other perfons^ 

was 
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ti^s fitting beneath the fhade of a very 
ancient oak, that majeftically fpread his 
boughs to befriend them. Now, reader, 
thefe three perfons were no other than 
the Lady Abbefs of Heidelberg, accom- 
panied by her uftier, and her dwarf. 

No fboner had the valiant Cceur-de-- 
Lim, together with Sir Rodolpho, 
made his appearance in the prefence of 
the. lady already mentioned, than the 
King with a courteous air thus accofted 
her: — '* Peradventure, reverend lady, 
fome unknightly indignity, or fome foul 
wrong, )iath been oiFered to your facro- 
fandl perfbn, in this dreary and tremen- 
dous wildernefs, a place abounding, as 
I deem, with perils,, and infefted by 
caitiffs whp have pity neither for fex nor 
fdv , condition. Dangerous, very dan- 
gerous, in good truth, is it, reverend . 
lady, fox women of your rank, nay, of 

any 
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My fank whatfoevcr, to ride nfhly i& 
thcfc dcfcrts, with no other defenders 
than an ulhcr and a dwarf. Neverthe- 
Icfs, reverend lady, if any in this foreft 
have done dutrage to yourfelf, or to 
thefe your humble followers, confider 
me, I befcech you, as your avenger, 
and employ the vigour of my arm how 
and where it Ihall fcem good to you.*' 

So fpake the peerlefs Richatd ; and 
Rodolpho, glorying in the grand exam- 
ple, then made to the Lady Abbefs the 
like pi-ofFer Of his fefvice : to both of 
whom Ihe feplied in the words which 
follow: — ^* No dutfage, cdurtebus ind 
heroic knights, have I indeed fufFered 
in my peffori ; although grievoufly af- 
fli(5led in mind, becaufe of a Certain 
mifchief which this day hath come to 
pafs, and which, for aught I know, may 
already proved irreparable. Know then, 

courteous 
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ctJurteous knights, that I am Saperiw of 
a convent of Carmelites^ whi^h I have 
governed for forty years with approba- 
tion and tranquillity. Many a comely 
maiden hath efcaped, beneath my rcfof^ 
the fnares and perils of an ungddly 
worldy and fecured a feat in heaven by 
"her aufterities on earth. 

** But, as all things in this life arc 
tranfitory, and good-fortune fo long 
enjoyed might at length exped: a reverie, 
the time, brave Sirs, arrived, at which 
I, careful as I was, ihould undergo a 
keen difafter. The Abbey of Heidel- 
berg being wonderoufly old, and, like 
moft things that are old^ in a ftate of 
declination, the devout King of Bohe- 
mia, in cxpedation of a blefling either 
here or hereafter, invited us to take up 
our abode in a new edifice^ which he 
had founded for the reception of a reli- 
gious 



gious fociety. The fltuation was faIu-» 
brious^ the foil fertile, the profpedl ex- 
tenfive and deliciou3 ; moreover, it was 
in a very good neighbourhood. Where- 
upon, without hefitation, I accepted the 
magnificent and pious offer, and gave 
warning to the fillers to prepare for our 
departure. 

" Accordingly one morning, about a 
little afi:er fun-rife, the fifl:ers and my- 
felf mounted every one a palfrey ; the 
officers of the convent,, and the reftx)f 
the houfhold, followed us in decorous 
order ; in fine, nothing was found want- 
ing to the profperity of our migration. 
For three days did we travel without 
meeting any mifliap, and 1 already ex- 
ulted in fecret at the propriety, and pru- 
dence, and fuccefe, with which I had 
conducted the damfels whom Religion 
had confided to me. 

'' But, 
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" Buti alas! courteous and eonfiderate 
Warriors, no fooner had we arrived 
within the limits of this foreft, than 
Satan, that black enemy to all thiat is 
good and peaceable, fuggefted.it to the 
fifters, that if the yoke of religion lay 
heavy upon their necks, there was now 
an opportunity to Ihake it off for ever^ 
and re-mingle with that world which 
they had fo thoughtlefoly abandoned. 
Full therefore of this idea, the fifters, 
who but a little while before were moft 
devout and well-fatisfied virgins, on a 
fudden whipped their palfreys, and fled 
through divers alleys with a velocity in- 
Gonceivable* 

** Of feyen . and forty damfels who 
compofed our late community, not one 
continued faithful to her duty ; fo ge- 
neral was the love of licentioufnefsj fb 
unanimous the revolt- And now, wretch 
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that I am ! are thefe difobedient virgins 
(virgins did I fay ? Blefl^d Catharine ! 
who can tell whiat may have happened* to 
them?) difptrfed in various troops 
throughout this defert ; while here fit I, 
a decrepit Abbcfs of fourfcore, both 
vexed and weary with my travel, and 
uncertain whether ever again I fhatt be^- 
hold thofe bewitched and devikdiredled 
damfcls. It is true, I have difpatched 
fundry perfons in purfuit of them : the 
facriftan, the fextonj the confeflbr, the 
verger, the chorifters, the porter, and 
the warden of the buttery,, have fet out 
in different direftions, to try if perad- 
yenture they can recover all or any of 
them. But I fear me, that the damfels 
arc by this tiriic undone. Alias ! alas ! 
alasP* 

Here ended the Lady Abbeft of 
Heidelberg; then lamented With tears 

very 
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^tty bitterly. To whom the King of 
England, thus benignant^y;, r/eplied^: — • 
** It i& yjBt too foon, good ladyj to de^ 
fpair of the return of thofe yirgins^ whom^ 
you be>MaiI> apd who^ douI?t^fsj by way. 
of paftim^,^ have withdrawn for a. littlp 
whiie^ tp explp^e. tl^e pleaf^t r?g^>p^ 
of this foreij?. For knowi. vemsra^e 
an|d difcreet lady, that the opqratioa of 
the frefli al,r upon, the nei^ves and £bnfe9 
of perfons little ufed to fuch e^^ur-^ 
fionsj is aptj not u^requenti^^ to b^^ 
get a fudden hilarity, and ^ delire of 
recreation, efpecially in youthful minds* 
RecoUedt, ttiy Lady; Abbefs, your . o;wn 
juvenile propenfities, er^ you, yifera de- 
dicated to the fervice of He^yeo, and 
ere you flirouded fjpojw %ht view; of 
mortals, dbpfe unpiii^Iiieled p^fedionsj 
of whichi I dare l^e fwior^j y<»i were 
one day the envied miftrej6. I judge^ 
venerable lady, from the. remnants I 
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now behold. [Here the Abbefs of 
Heidelberg rebuked the King of Eng- 
land; neverthelefs fhe compofed her 
ruff, and caft a look of fatisfa<ftion at 
him.] Efteem not then your flock as 
altogether irredeemable. This noble 
knight and I, and even the minftrel 
and the fquire, will forthwith explore 
the foreft, and defcribe to the holy, 
fiflers, if perchance we meet them 
(and I truft we Ihall), the immeafura- 
ble afflidion you are fuffering for their 
fakes." 

So fpake the peerlefs Richard, and, 
without further delay, wheeled his fteed 
towards a narrow pathway which winded 
amongft the trees. The Knight of the 
ditcher purfued a different track, as did 
likewife the minftrel, and the fquire of 
ihort ftature. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 

And here, virtuous reader, doth it 
become me to relate, with the pen of 
an honeft hiftorian, the exploits of the 
nuns of Heidelberg, in defence of that 
fweet liberty which all living creature$ 
are folicitous to enjoy. 

I have already enumerated what force 
had been fent againft them. Zebediah, 
the facriftan, was the firft to defcry the 
fugitives. Sifter Agnes and fitter Agatha 
were galloping threw a glen, when the 
former, looking behind, efpied the fa- 
criftan laying fpurs to his palfrey, in the 
hope and defire of overtaking them. 
" Sifter Agatha^ fifter Agatha,* * cried 
fair Agnes on a fudden, *' Zebediah the 
facriftan is aifuredly at our heels : holy 
Mary defend us from a fecond and a 
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worfe captivity !'* So faying, fhe whip,, 
ped her palfrey with vigour. 

'*' 'Peace, pieace/' replied the more 
courageous Agiatha, " let tjie facriftan 
apjiroach ; he ihiirflrid'iis ho^cafy cori- 
queft, Ifyou ^11 but' imitatcTOy exam- 
ple/' She Taid, and defecndcd from 
her palfrey, as did likcwifcthp're-anir. 
niated Agnes, Now the facriftan wa^ 
a peffon well ftricken in years; info- 
much that, 'when he arrived where the 
danifelsf had difmounted, and was^ placing 
*himfelf in a reputable pofture, to lap- 
' 'braid- them 'for their ungodly defertion 
of the 'Lidy 'Abbifs, they boldly -and 
wantonly advanced 'lipcai him, iHd^ 
having feized ' his ^beaft -by the bridle, 
plucked from his leathern -girdle a 
Tofary, tjie length of which ^ was mar- 
vellous, arid with it boiiitd his nervdel^ 
arms behind him,- fce befeeCJfcfciBg thim, 

for 
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for the fake of every faint in heaven, to 
abftain from offering him any injury. 

But the veftals /gave no .heed to his 
jentreaty. And now, having fliackled 
his arms, they tied the bridle of his 
palfrey to a branch of an oak tree, and 
departed exulting in their vidtory. The 
>difaftrous >Zebediah remained helplefs 
^md in bondage; and in this fituation 
will we leave him, to the end that we 
may record what other deeds were done 
by the invincible heroines of Heidel- 
berg. 

King Richard and his companions, 
as we have already related, were dif- 
perfed in divers . regions of die foreft. 
Nor was it long till Ca^ur-de-Lion^ intent 
on givii^ comfort to the Abbefs, and 
on doing the laints good fervice, by 
recalling the fair fugitives to their duty, 

K 4 arrived 
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arrived at a verdant mead, where he 
beheld, with amaze and forrow, the 
fhort fquire of Sir Rodolpho in the 
midft of certain veftals, who were huft- 
iing him without pity from one corner 
to the other, as it were even by way 
of paftime. Whereupon the Royal 
Knight haftened thither, and, elevating 
his voice, conjured them, for the love 
of the Virgin, to have compaflion on 
that little fquire, who had not followed 
them from any difcourteous or un- 
fquirely inclination to pry into their 
merriment, but in obedience to the 
command of his fupcriors. 

Neverthelefs, they ceafed not to tor- 
ment that little fquire ; infomuch that 

Ik 

he roared aloud, until the woods and 
hills refounded. At length, two joyous 
veftals, fifter Mary and lifter Magdelen, 
defirous of knowing if King Richard 

were 



- [ 137 ] 

>vere fent ^gainft them, or only fome 
.wandering knight, whom beneyolence 
and the laws of chivalry had excited to 
interpofe in behalf of that maltreated 
perfon, made a fignal to their com- 
panions to defift, who thereupon fet 
the fquire at liberty. This done, the 
two damfels approached the King of 
England, when Magdalen, as fpokef- 
woman, thus arrogantly queftioned him : 
^' And who is he. Sir Knight, that com- 
manded this filly fquire. to explore our 
footfteps in the recefles of this wilder- 
nefs ?" She faid j and the gallant Rich- 
ard, having intreated their attention, ad- 
dreffed the whole affembly as follows : 
*^ Many others, ye daughters of fandlity, 
now feck ye throughout this foreft. I, 
for one, ye veftals, was employed in the 
fame fearch ; and moft cordially do I 
rejoice to have thus foon obtained a 
fight of ye. For I underftand, from the 

venerable 
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venerable Lady Abbcft of Heidelberg 
that ye have lately eloped from Religion^ 
to which ye are faid to be in fome mea^ 
furc efpoufed. I befcech ye then, daugh- 
ters of fandity, to confider well the te- 
merity of the deed which ye have done» 
and of the deeds which, peradventure, ye 
intend to do. Very perilous is it, veftals, 
for women of your youthfiilnefe, and 
beauty, and particular attire, to be found 
wandering in the woods, or in any place 
whatever. Return, daughters of fandlity, 
return to your affeftionate and afflifted 
direcftrcfs, who now fits bewailing your 
condition in this thorny and deceitful 
life, and your forfeiture of the favour of 
the blcfled. And here, mifguided vir- 
gins, let me afk ye, what courfe ye have 
it in contemplation to purfue? If ye 
f^.' mean to live as ladies-errant in the 
woods and on the mnnnnin ^juirf^hnr 
manner, Ipray, are ye to provide your- 

fclves 
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felves with fuftdnance? Ye cannot hunt, - 
•fincc ye are deftitute of weapons that 
late*-rtec<tlfery fbr^the'dtafe. Ye cannot 

here have bread, nor chctfe, nor milk ; 

for'horw flittdlti ye bbtain them in the 

ililjpieoplSd S¥iMern6fs ? Berries haply 

s 

'.ye may ^procure, and -with them prefent 
a'fcanty 'and • pr^arious fepply to the 
neceffities of nature ; of nature rendered 
the more craving and infatiable by the 
rigours of the elements, and by the toil- 
fpme exercife which will be infeparable 
from your condition. Thus will ye at 
length become an emaciated, feeble, ca- 
daverous aiTembly; difconiented, re- 
morfeful, regretting the paft, and af- 
frighted at the fijture. 

*' To rob, ye are unable, and, I hope 
too, difinclined. The other difafters 
which are incident to your fex, in regions 
fo barbarous and unprotedted, I forbear 

to 
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CD enumerare ; well knowing^ rhnr yc 
cannui: but be aircaiiy apprized of thexn. 
Compare, then« diis miijerablc arrrf alarum 
ing mode of liie with nfaai^ inconfiiienite 
virgms, which ye ib ralMy have dcfertei 
Compare* I fay, die damp and infalu^ 
brious caverns^ in which it is mod likely 
]'k: mult :akc up your abode» to the 
v:ouuuri::ibic uormitctries of a weli-faoilr 
abbey, where ye wtre expofcd neither to 
:1k vLipour:* of a malignant atmofphcre,. 
'!or :'> L-ie :^!d!Tight invaiion of the 
nI^ iil!ei* : :'C' J :he liiLerhood laughed 
ven' hciruiy \ Compare (and may the 
Siuncs above lu'^^ire vou with the incli- 
n;icicn\ con^pare, deluded virgins^ the 
^iw r.:t:ci, ::^e jL\d. Irerries, the wild and 

iir.-.avv-)i:r. hvjrbs. which ve mull feed o« 

' ' • 

i n the deierr, to :he regular, never-feil- 
;p/j, nourit'hii-ij-, cheering, and palatable 
r^pan-s^^A-hich arediumally prepared for 
yc in the kitchen and the refeiton". 

Compare 
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Compare, I. fay again, the caves, the 
ditches, the bleak, windy, briary, rugged, 
favage lituations, in which you will have 
to kneel, and chaunt your hymns, and 
• make your orifons, with the coftly, re- 
verend, and awful fanes, w^here hitherto 
ye have been accuftomed to adore the 
Powers of Heaven. No cuihion to rc- 
pofe your wearied knees ; no ftall to fit 
in, and meditate ; no verger to march 
before ye; no chorifters to aid your 
pfalmody j no organs to elevate your 
fouls, and attune them to celefiial fenfe- 
tions. Add to this, the difcord which 
muft inevitably prevail in a fociety w ith- 
out rules or government, without the 
motherly fuperintendance of fome vene- 
rable virgin, whofe dominion, I allow, 
is abfolute, but whofe wifdom, and vir- 
tue, and holinefs, are a pledge for the 
juft and clement exercife of that un- 
limited authority- Thus, daughters of 

fandity. 
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rzn&itf, have 1 difpla} ed before ycnif 
eyes (and holy Mary grant I may have? 
done it very efFedhially ! ) the dangers of 
the defert^ and the comforts of the cloif- 
ter : for I have reafbned on the fuppcM 
fition thslt ye were about to enter upon 
a wandering life, through regions yet 
uncivilized, and to abfcorni from the ob-r 
fervation of fociety. 

" But if, veftals, on the contrary, ycf 
indulge the defire of repairing to the 
caftles of your kindred, and of mixing 
amongft men, as if ye were yet num-- 
bered with the laity, L would fummon 
to your recolledlion, that, in that Hate 
alfb, there are obftrudlions undeniable^ 
and which cannot be done away. For^ 
admit, daughters of fanclity, that ye 
were this moment returned to the habi-- 
tations of your progenitors, what afto- 
nifliment, what indignation, what conr; 
3 fufion^ 




\ 
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fulion, what apprehenfion, would it not 
create fuddenly in your refpedive fami-* 
lies, to fee thole whom they had con- 
fidered as. for ever inclofed within the 
hallowed precindls of a cioifter, now at 
large, and divefted of their fatitftimonious 
character ! Methinks I hear fome father 
exclaim, ' Is this Agnes^ whom I dedi- 
cated to Heaven at the altar ?' The very 
children in the market-place would hoot 
ye as ye pai&d^ and cry, * There goes the 
fugitive Carmelite.' Nor imagine thafi 
your condition would undergo a lucky, 
change by your migration to the ma&* 
fion& of your kindred* Far: from beiag 
itjoiced to behold yc> far from running 
eagerly to clafp. ye in their arms^ yoMi 
brethren and your fitters, nay, even youf 
remoteft coufins, would but view yc with 
averfion, and confider ye as intruders 
into that power, or thofe: pofleflions, 
which tbey long have expeded to in- 
herit. 
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herit. For ye have been looked upon 
as dead to this world, and to all things? 
that are in it: ye would be to your 
kinsfolk as the ghofts of their departed 
forefathers, who would have pleafed 
them a great deal better by continuing 
in their graves. What, therefore, O ye 
veftals, would be the iffue of your revo- 
lution? Inftead of that fweet liberty 
which ye fondly hoped to enjoy,, ye 
would be immured in garrets, and in 
clofets (I will not fay in dungeons), 
locked up from all intercourfc with hu- 
man kind, excepting fome crabbed bel- 
dame, employed by your perfecutors to 
bring ye your bread and water. I be-*, 
lieve, veftals, it is unnecefTary to obferve, 
that, compared with fuch a condition, a 
cloifter would be Paradife. 



cc 



As to any hopes of altering youf 
maiden ftate, by entering into connubial 

engage- 




fehgdgfements, that, daughters of faiidlity, 
I aver to be irftpoffible. Ye are already 
the fpoufes of Chrift. But/ admitting 
that this infuperable bar had no exiftence, 
the mode of your education, and the 
cuftoms of the cloifter, have fo tnoulded 
^ild ftamped your difpofitions as women; 
that ye are now in no wife eligible for 
the duties of the married ftate. A rene- 
gado riun will ever make an awkward 
wife.' Moreover, veftals (and it is With 
much tendernefs, indeed reludlance, that 
I mention it), fome amongft ye, I ap- 
prehend, are already paft thofe bounds 
where the bloom and the attradtivenefs 
of woman terminate [Here feveral of 
the fifterhood fhewed fymptoms of di(^ 
pleafure]. I would not, I vow to Ni- 
cholas, have enteted upon this topic, 
were it not for its tendency to invigorate 
my argument. With relation to that 
^ther refource, which is fo frequently 
Vol. L L and 
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and fucccfsfiilly recurred to, that 19 tp 
%, the cQQ^pen&ting by an opulent 
dowry for the ahfence of youth» or 
charms ; that refource» ye vellals, muft 
prove uttcarly beyoad your x^^h ; in?^ 
much as^ that ihare of paternal poff^fr 
lions^ which, had ye not aflume4 the 
Teil, would naturally an4 equitably have 
been yours. Hath, ala$ I long ago beca 
livened to other ch^iuiels, whence^ 
Bever, never more will it return. In 
line, vii^ins, I can fi:e no other profpedi; 
for ye in civil fociety, than to drag on 
a ufelefs exiftence, portionle&j, huiband-* 
kfS) CGmi&rtlefs^ the obje(5b of derifim, 
mAlevoleiyrey and obloquy. 

*' For th^fe reafons^ the|efoic> ihefe 
cedent reafons^r veftals, I advife^ exhortj^ 
conjure yey by the regard which ye enter- 
tain for your own earthly , ikxhh^tiojx, 
and by the intejpefts of that hoV f alUag; 

r . ■ in 
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in which yc have wadftcd yoto youth and 
beauftyi torelinqtiifii tht profane notion 
either of ramblii% throii^ the wo6di$> 
or rtT re-ii£p{>earing in fociety^ mi&nt for> 
undefired j and to return with diligenc^^ 
and with cohtritiofi^ to thofe altars .which 
ye have hcedlefety and irreverently dc- 
ferted. Is comfiwt your aim? where, 
better than in the cloifter, can ft find it? 
If glory arid pre-eminence be what y^ 
thirft for, the cloifter can beftow them, 
to the very pferiitude of jNiHr ambittei*; 
Recolledt, ddttdcd veftafe, the many 
maidens of your vocation, wh^, by their 
lingular devotion^ their extraordinary 
aufteritiies, their unweariedi and unffaake* 
able attachmrat to the altar, have them« 
ielves (after their mortal part had de« 
levied to the grave) been dignified 
with altars by the gratitude of pofterity, 
[By Saint Dominick, I have ye now, 
feid the Kii^ of l^gland to himfell] 

L 2 Who 
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Who can tell but fomc amongfi: ye may 
hereafter arrive^ by a rigid and iandli-- 
monious behaviour^ at the elevation of 
the faintfhip^ at the adoration of human . 
kind ? Divine honours fhall be heaped 
upon ye; the beatified veftal will be 
enrolled amongft the bleiled -y the reli- 
gious of all ages> of both fexes^ and of 
all conditions^ will crowd eagerly to her 
ferine from every kingdom in Chriftcn- 
dom. The poor will look up to her for 
confolation and for aid ; the rich, for a 
continuance of their luxuries. Refled:, 
then, upon thefe matters,, and be wife. 
Not to mentiony that, while the name of 
this new faint is thus exalted, while her 
memory is tranfmitted from generation 
to generation, her very countenance and 
figure ftiall' be eternized on ear-th [Here 
the fifterhood redoubled their attention] ; 
and that comelinels, which adorned her 
t^'hen living, but which was- veiled from. 

the 
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the majority of mortals, fliaped out ia 
wood, or in marble, or* in plaftcr of 
Paris ; and fliall finally become the ob- 
jedt of deyouteft ve^ieration, andofcni- 
thufiaftic love. Confider, then, of thefc 
matters, and be wife. Behold hor\our, 
worlhip, immortality, within your gralp : 
return lt;;aitway to the cloifter, and 
dcferve them. There a venerable, af- 
fedlionate, afflidled fuperintendant, will 
receive ye with a motherly joy ; will de- 
light in ye, as her Iheep that had ftrayed 
and were found ; and will confign your 
eccentricity to eveilafting forgetfulnefs." 

So fpake King Richard. The refult 
of his oration fliall be recorded in the 
next chapter. 



L J C H A R 



f ISO I 



CHAP. XIII- 

JJEEP filence for a while enfued,, 
At length a murmur of fatisfadion arofe 
from the virgin throng, whom King 
Richard, folicitous to fecurc his viAory, 
forthwith invited to follow him, and 
rejoin the Lady Abbefs of Heidelberg, 
Whereupon they repaired to their pal- 
freys, th^ were grazing, andi having 
mounted them, fet forward; the King 
of England leading the way^ and exult- 
ing in fecret at the fuccefs of his ora- 
tory, the fole weapon he durft have 
wieldied in that memorable enterprizc. 
The fquire of Sir Rodolpho, now reco- 
vered from his tribulation, prefented 
himfelf in the rear of this extraordinary 

cavalcade, 

■ > 

Through 
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Through many a thicket^ and many 
a marih, did they proceed, difcourfing^ 
€ver and anon, of the rafh projedt they had 
forfaken. And now, ri^t before them, 
they defcried a warrior, who proved, on 
a nearer approach, to be no other than 
Sir Rodolpho. King Richard^ in a few 
words, informed hini by what means he 
had prevailed on the nuns of Heidel- 
berg to abandon their wild intention : 
all which gave Sir Rodolpho inexpreC- 
fible delight ; for he loved to relieve the 
miferable, as may already have -^been 
obferved in the hiftory which he related 
to the illuftrious Caur-de-Lion. Nor 
was it long, till^ at the turning of a 
devious alley, they were met by the min- 
ftrel Fitzherbert, accompanied by H^t 
chorifters and the warden of the buttery. 
Right joyful were thefe laft to behold 
the iifters once again, and congratulated 

J- 4 fhe 
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the two knights on the event of their 
expedition. 

The ftin had now withdrawn his re- 
fplendency from the hemifphere, and 
twilight, the herald of darknefs, had 
fucceeded to the day ; each objedl ap- 
peared lefs diftindl, and filence, cheer- 
lefs filence held dominion over the wiU 
dernefs. The apprehenfion of being 
benighted, ere they could join the Lady 
Abbefs, incited the hungry travellers to 
redouble their exertions. But, as du- 
bious was the way, and the ground in 
many places unfaithful and infirm, fbmc 
mifchance, ever and anon, interrupted 
their celerity. Now ihrill exclamations 
from the female thrqng, gave notice 
that filler Clara, or fifl:er Catherine, was 
miffing ; again, that Adelaide was fafl: 
among the brambles ; again, that Mar- 
tha and Honoria >^ ere unable to travel 

fafthef^ 



farther, and in tears of deep de{pon-# 
dency lamented their condition. 

Amidfl: this aggregation of forrows, 
the palfrey which carried the fenior 
chorifter, on a fudden flood ftill, and, 
notwithftanding the entreaties and the 
menaces of his rider, remained in the 
fame pofture immovable. They could 
not leave the chorifter behind. Sir 
Rodolpho, therefore commanded his 
little fquire to difmount, and accom-. 
modate the chorifter wiiih his palfrey ; 
adding, that he himfelf might ride be- 
fore one of the nuns, who would be 
contented with the cAipper for the re- 
mainder of the journey. The fquire 
without a murmur alighted : but fortune 
difappointed the benignity of both ; for 
no fooner was the palfrey difljurdcncd, 
than he bounded through an opening in 
fin adjoining thicket, and, aided by his 

heels, 
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hecU» and by the darknefs^ was quickly 
beyond the reach and the revenge of 
his purfuers ; for Fitzherbert and fomc 
choriftcrs uere endeavouring to over- 
take him. 

Meanwhile the attc:ntion of the tM^a 
hiights, and of the nuns, was attrafted 
by difmat accents, which, on Hftening, 
fhcy recolledcd to be thofe of the little 
fquire* The little fquire, in attempting 
to detain his departing palfrey, bad un^ 
wittingly advanced into the centre of a 
Ijuagmire, w^here he funk, without delay, 
to tbe^fhoulders. As the twilight wast 
darkening apace, and the intervening 
branches excluded even the glimmering 
th^t remained, it was impoffible to dif- 
pnguifti the fad fquire, but by his voi^, 
which uttered, ever and anon, the moft 
(Arming lamentation^. 

Con- 
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Confufion now reigned triumphant. 
The nuns wept and fcolded ; the King 
of England fwore ; while the Knight cf 
the Pitcher upbraided his little fquire fpf 
having \c^ the beft of palfreys. Never- 
ihelefs, it was refolved that they fhould 
extricate the fquire, and proceed with- 
out the palfrey of the choriftcr. For 
they deemed it the lefs evil to lofe the 
beaft, than their way, and the chance 
of foon rejoining the Lady Abbcfs of 
Heidelberg. 

Accordingly Sir Rodolpho rode ftrait-. 
way to the quagmire, in which flood hia 
fquire-immcrged, and, without profiting 
by the recent misfortune, fpurrcd hia 
courfer fo impatiently, that the noble 
3:nimal plunged fuddenly into the mo^ 
rafs, where, in ftruggling and flounder-i 
ing, he funk up to his belly, without 
power to advance or retire. The mife^ 

ries 
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ries of thk company were now aug-- 
mentcd* Sir Rodolpho curfed his fteed ; 
the nuns fobbed and crofled themfelve^; 
Kii^ Richard Ihouted to Fitzherbert 
and the chorifters, who were now re- 
turning from their inefFedhial chale, and 
bade them ftraitway ftrike a light, that 
they might look for the Knight of the 
Pitcher. The minflrel, who never tra- 
velled unprovided with a flint, fooa 
obeyed the command of his Sovereign, 
-and created fuch a fire as illuminated 
the foreft far round. Sir Rodolpho and 
hi& (quire were difcovered, and with 
difiicuky drawn to dry land. This 
effeded, Fitzherbert took the chorifter 
behind him, while Sir Rodolpho ad- 
mitted upon the crupper of his fteed 
the pale and fhivering fquire, who in 
his heart curfed the hour he firft beheld 
the nuns of Heidelberg. 

For- 
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Fortunately, however, for the tra- 
vellers, they were now near the fpot 
where King Richard and Sir Rxxiolpho 
had parted from the Lady Abbefs, and 
where ihe had promifed to await their 
return. They haftened forward, there- 
fore, with their companions, a beipat- 
tered, wearied, hungry cavalcade, and, 
at laft, to the delight of all, perceived 
the good Lady Abbefs, her uflier, and 
her dwarf, by the fide of an aged elm, 
near which they had kindled a fire, as 
well to prot€i5l them from the monflcam 
of the defert, as to ferve for a dire^Koa 
to King Richard and his company. 
The penetential fillers fought fi>rgive- 
ncfs of their Superior, who with a vene- 
rable dignity reproved and pardoned 
them. 



CHAP- 
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CHAR XIV, 

XxND now the wants of nature ttm 
qixiTcd a prompt relief. Nor kni^t, 
nor veftal, nor fquire, nor choriftcr, 
had taken aught of fuftenancc that day • 
nor had the Lady Abbefs *erfelf, nor 
her uflicr, nor her dwarf, either eaten 
or drunfc^ from the departure of the 
fifterhood ; fo anxious^ fo affli<9:ed Were 
their bofoms. 

The dwarf, therefore, and the uflier, 
at the inftigation of their lady, and with 
the afliftance of the fquire and ^he mih^ 
ftrel, erefted, firftly, a capaeious tent, 
which the Abbefs had brought with her 
in her baggage; they then formed a 
table of branches and dry fods, and 
having covered it with canvas, diiplayed 
thereon thofe viands which had hitherto 

lain 
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Iain dormant in the pannkrs of a fimxp^ 
ter-mule ; fuch conveniences beijig qci- 
cei&iy in the forefts of BohemuL 

Meanwhile^ the joy of ihe Lady AbbdQi 
aqd her veftals was not a little increjfed. 
by the arnvai of filler Agues and £&ar 
Agatha^ who had originally ifarayed m ai 
diredion ibmewhat different &om dxat 
which was adopted by the majority of 
the fugitives. 

After tying up die facriftan, they hsA 
wandered through the woods^ uncertala 
what courfe to purliie; till at ieitgtk 
the firesy which had been kindled at tb^ 
clofe of evening, and the efiedx q[ 
which were feen at a confider able di** 
ftaace, determined them to turn their 
palfreys to that quarter^ expeclijDg there 
tjp meet with the remainder of the iiOxa^ 
hood* With refped: to the unhappy 

iacrijOaOy 



Ikcriftan, they entertained no. doubt that 
he continued in the fame pofture irt 
which they had confined him. Where- 
upon the junior choriftcrs, all-weary as 
they were, were difpatchcd by the Lady 
Abbefs to give liberty to the facriftari, 
who, in truth, decrepit man, had proved 
the firft and fcvcreft fufFerer. 

The fatisfacSlion of the Superior was 
ftill farther augmented, by the timely 
return of the other officers of her houfe- 
hold; to wit, the verger, the porter, 
and the warden of the buttery. Oii 
their way, thefe had met with the coix- 
fcffor, who had been pillaged and mal- 
treated by certain caitiffs of the forcft, 
and who now prefented himfcif a woeful 
and wrathful figure to the abaftied and. 
affrighted fifterhood. A bitter penance 
was enjoined them, and a double portion 

ta 
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to t-be yirrgins who had done imifchief to 
the facriftan, 

JuiJice Jbeing thus ioflidted, and the 
whole company re-aflembkd, they en- 
livened .their faint linnbs with certain 
cordials .of the Lady Abbefs, which Ihe 
had pravidently flowed in the panniers 
of the funfjpter-mule : after which, they 
felted thenniedves at their ruftic table, a 
numerous and motley crew, and there 
ibothed the rage of hunger with various 
and delicious meats, that might have 
vied in their abundance, and in their 
exquifite flavour, with the banquets of 
barons and princes. Now Mirth re- 
aflumed her empire : now pleafing con* 
verfation and beverage went round. The 
Lady Abbefs forgot her cares, the nuns 
their folly, the reft their lofles, their 
bruifes, theif fatigues. ]\Jay the mife- 
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ries of human kind ever experience thcf 
like happy conclufion ! 

The viands bchig at length renxoved, 
and the fquirc of Sir Rodolpho, with 
the donicftics of the convent, retired to 
an outer tent, to appeafe their impatient 
appetites with the refidue of the banquet. 
King Richard thus addrefled the Lady 
Abbefs : — " Moft exceedingly do I mar- 
vel, reverend and difcrect lady, at the 
vigour and intrepidity with which, at 
your advanced years, you have defpifed 
the toils and perils of this migration. 
A vigilant and able Ihepherdefs, you 
have conduced your tender flock in 
qucft of remote paflures : you go, like 
another Dido, to found an empire in a 
itrange land, and to render your name 
adorable in Bohemia, as in Heidelberg. 
Nevcrthelefs, rcfpeCtcd lady, I am at a 
iofs tO' divine, why one poflefiing fuch 

an 



an operative and heroic mind (and what 
muft it have been, before time had fet 
his feal upon your head?) ffiould have 
preferred the repofe and obfcurity of a 
convent, to the energy and luftre of a 
temporal fituation. Not but that, as I 
obferved to thefe fair veftals in the 
foreft, even the cloiftcr hath its allure- 
ments for the enterprifing heart, its 
career of folemn glory that muft termi- 
nate in immortality. Yet ftill, moft 
reverend lady, there are virtues of a 
certain hue which nature feems to have 
fafhioned for a certain end, and the 
world fuftains a damage when fuch vir- 
tues are withdrawn from it. 

So fpake the princely Cceur-de-Lion. 
What followed fliall be related in the 
enfuing chapter. 

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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